(SESNERIADS 


The Journal for Gesneriad Growers 


Vol. 61, No. 4 Fourth Quarter 2011 


Nematanthus corticola 


The Gesneriad Society, Inc. 


A non-profit membership corporation chartered by the State of Missouri 


HONORARY OFFICERS 

Founder — Elvin McDonald Co-Editor of THE GLOXINIAN — Peggie Schulz (1951-1961) 

Past Presidents — Mrs. H. E. Dillard (1954-56); Mr. F. W. Mitchell (1956-58); Bruce A. Thompson (1958-62); William H. Hull 
(1962-65); Charles Marvinny (1965-68); Dr. Thomas E. Talpey (1968-69); Alice Courage (1969-72); Ann Spencer (1972-75); 
Martin Tanner (1975-77); Emma Lahr (1977-79); Laura Progebin (1979-81); David Masterson (1981-83); Patricia Van Deventer 
(1983-85); Michael A. Riley (1985-89); Jessie Crisafulli (1989-93); Lee Linett (1993-97); Jon Dixon (1997-2001); Susan Grose 
(2001-2005); Carol Ann Bonner (2005-2007); Peter Shalit (2007-2011) 


OFFICERS 
President (Term 2011-13) — Paul Susi, 117-01 Park Lane South, Apt. CLA, Kew Gardens, NY 11418 <president @ gesneriadsociety.org> 
First V-P (Term 2011-12) — Julie Mavity-Hudson, 1015 Park Lane, Joelton, TN 37080 <Julie.Mavity-Hudson @ vanderbilt.edu> 
Second V-P (Term 2011-13) — Jo Anne Martinez, 809 Taray de Avila, Tampa, FL 33613 <4jam @tampabay.rr.com> 
Corresponding Secretary (Term 2010-12) — Kathy Spissman, 4086 Brownlee Dr., Tucker, GA 30084 <mrsstrepstreps@comcast.net> 
Recording Secretary (Term 2011-13) — Allison Brigham, 1122 8th St., Golden, CO 80401-1109 <abrigham @usgs.gov> 
Treasurer (Term 2010-12) —Becky Fontes, 1122 East Pike St., PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122-3916 <fontes.becky @ gmail.com> 


DIRECTORS 
Term 2009-2012 — Allison Brigham, Doris Brownlie, John R. Clark, Becky Fontes, Mel Grice, Mollie Howell, Paul Lee 
Term 2010-2013 — Susan Grose, Nancy Kast, Peter Shalit, Kathy Spissman, Paul Susi, Beverley Williams 
Term 2011-2014 — Dariane Joshlin, Stephen Maciejewski, Charlene Marietti, Jo Anne Martinez, Julie Mavity-Hudson, Leonard Re, 
Jim Roberts 
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 
Archives — Lee Stradley, 1923 Cole Place, Vestal, NY 13850 <leestradley555 @aol.com> 
Awards of Appreciation — Molly Schneider, 608 Hillwood Dr., Nashville, TN 37205-1314 <molly608sch@comcast.net> 
Bylaws and Parliamentarian — Irwin Wagman, 2470 East Ave., Apt. 607, Rochester, NY 14610 <clubmacman @mac.com> 
Chapters and Affiliates — M.J. Tyler, P.O. Box 425, Indianola, WA 98342 <mjtyler2@ gmail.com> 
Conventions — Jim Roberts, 2408 Henson Dr., Marriottsville, MD 21104 <convention @ gesneriadsociety.org> 
Development — Paul Susi, 117-01 Park Lane South, Apt. C1A, Kew Gardens, NY 11418 <development@ gesneriadsociety.org> 
Elvin McDonald Research Endowment Fund — Dr. Laurence Skog, 611 Roberts Dr. NW, Vienna, VA 22180 <skogl@si.edu> 
Finance — Pam Braun, 5528 Pinewood Rd., Franklin, TN 37064 <braun3 @earthlink.net> 
Frances Batcheller Endowment Fund — Tom Bruning, 31233 Beechnut Rd., Treynor, [A 51575 <tbruning @ mail.unomaha.edu> 
Gesneriad Hybridizers Association — Dale Martens, 1247 Island View Dr., Sherrard, IL 61281 <dalemartens @mchsi.com> 
Gesneriad Register — Judy Becker, 432 Undermountain Rd., Salisbury, CT 06068-1102 <hybridregistrar@ gesneriadsociety.org> 
Gesneriad Research Center Fund — Jo Anne Martinez, 809 Taray de Avila, Tampa, FL 33613 <4jam@ tampabay.rr.com> 
Historian — Suzie Larouche, 50 John St., Suite 710, Toronto, ON, MSV 3TS5 Canada <suzielaro@sympatico.ca> 
Insurance — Dariane Joshlin, PO Box 18066, Fountain Hills, AZ 85269 <rjoshlin@cox.net> 
Internet Communications — Julie Mavity-Hudson, 1015 Park Lane, Joelton, TN 37080 <Julie.Mavity-Hudson @ vanderbilt.edu> 
Library and Education — Vivian Scheans, 4660 Dogwood Dr., Lake Oswego, OR 97035 <vscheans@comcast.net> 
Membership — Bob Clark, 1122 East Pike St., PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122-3916 <membership@ gesneriadsociety.org> 
Nellie D. Sleeth Scholarship Endowment Fund — Dr. Laurence Skog, 611 Roberts Dr. NW, Vienna, VA 22180 <skog]@si.edu> 
Newsletters — Leslie Milde, 373 Main St., (P.O. Box 14), Fremont, NH 03044 <meribush@aol.com> 
Nominating — Alan LaVergne, 2369 Saint Francis Dr., Palo Alto, CA 94303 <qoder@yahoo.com> 
Photography — Julie Mavity-Hudson, 1015 Park Lane, Joelton, TN 37080 <Julie.Mavity-Hudson@ vanderbilt.edu> 
Properties — Doris Brownlie, 80-600 Silvercreek Blvd., Mississauga, ON, LSA 2B4 Canada <jtbrownlie @idirect.com> 
Publications — Peter Shalit, 1122 East Pike St., PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122-3916 <publications @ gesneriadsociety.org> 
Publicity Membership Promotion — Fay Wagman, 2470 East Ave., Apt. 607, Rochester, NY 14610 <fayw @aol.com> 
Review — Suzie Larouche, 50 John Street, Suite 710, Toronto, ON, MSV 3TS5 Canada <suzielaro@ gmail.com> 
Seed Fund — Species: Carolyn Ripps, 21 Sprain Rd., Hartsdale, NY 10530 <rippscs @aol.com> 
— Hybrids: Gussie Farrice, 121 Nelson Ave., Staten Island, NY 10308 <f.farrice@ verizon.net> 
Shows and Judging — Arleen Dewell, 2366 Wall Street, Suite 311, Vancouver, BC, VSL 4Y1 Canada <arleendewell@shaw.ca> 
Awards — Jo Anne Martinez, 809 Taray de Avila, Tampa, FL 33613 <4jam @tampabay.rr.com> 

Speakers Bureau — Karyn Cichocki, 79 Beaver Run Rd., Lafayette, NJ 07848 <speakers @ gesneriadsociety.org> 
Standing Rules — Susan Grose, 4201 W. 99th St., Overland Park, KS 66207-3732 <sagrose @aol.com> 
Student Convention Grant — Jeanne Katzenstein, 4252 Moss Oak Pl., Sarasota, FL 34231 <jkatzenste @ aol.com> 

— Stephen Maciejewski, 2030 Fitzwater Street, Philadelphia, PA 19146 <teciu@verizon.net> 


RESOURCES AND FRIENDS 

Judges Interest Group — Calendar year subscription to Appraisal newsletter, 3 issues, $6 (postal mail) or $3 
(e-mail/full color). Send to Mel Grice, 2019 Crosswind Ct., Englewood, OH 45322. <melsgrice @ earthlink.net> 

Gesneriad Hybridizers Association — CrossWords, 3 issues, $8 ($9 outside USA). Send to Martha Lacy, 260 Stoddards 
Wharf Rd., Gales Ferry, CT 06335 <wlacy @snet.net>. 

"Gleanings'' — a free monthly newsletter from The Gesneriad Society (Mel Grice, editor). To subscribe, go to 
<http://www.gesneriadsociety.org/gleanings/index.htm> and click on "Subscribe to Notification email." 

Newsletter Editors — NewsViews, free to editors; $6 subscription to others. Contact Leslie Milde, 373 Main St., P.O. 
Box 14, Fremont, NH 03044 <meribush @aol.com> 

Gesneriphiles Internet Discussion Group — Visit the website for instructions about joining the list: 
<http://lists.ibiblio.org/mailman/listinfo/gesneriphiles> 

British Streptocarpus Society — <www.streptocarpussociety.org.uk> To join from the USA/Canada send $12 check 
payable to Dale Martens, 1247 Island View Dr., Sherrard, Illinois 61281. To join from any other country, send £8 or 
12€ to Peter Pinches, 72 Coopers Rd., Handsworth, Birmingham, England B20 2JX. 

Gesneriad Research Center at the Marie Selby Botanical Gardens — 811 South Palm Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34236 
(941-366-5731) <www.selby.org> 

Gesneriad Conservation Alliance — Dr. John R. Clark, PO Box 2739, Avalon, CA 90704 <johnrobertclark @ gmail.com> 


GESNERIADS is published quarterly by The Gesneriad Society, Inc., Lawrence, KS 66044-9998. Copyright © 2011 The Gesneriad 
Society, Inc. Postage paid at Lawrence, KS 66044. Postmaster: Address of Record: The Gesneriad Society, Inc., 1122 East Pike Street, 
PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA. 


The Gesneriad Society, Inc. 


(formerly the American Gloxinia 
and Gesneriad Society, Inc.) 


EDITOR 

Jeanne Katzenstein 

4252 Moss Oak Place, Sarasota, FL 34231 
<editor @ gesneriadsociety.org> 


EDITOR'S DEADLINES 

FUrsSt QUATEED ...ccccccescccecessscceeseseeensees October 1 

SCCONd QUATTCL ..eceesccesseesseeteeneeeeees January 1 

Third Quarter .....cccccesccesceseseeseeeseeesees April 1 

Fourth Quarter ..cccecccesescesseeseceseensteneees July 1 

EDITORIAL STAFF AND 
CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 


Judy Becker, Charlene Marietti, Dale Martens, 
Julie Mavity-Hudson, Peter Shalit 


CONSULTING TAXONOMIST 
Dr. Laurence E. Skog 


TAXONOMY REFERENCE WEBSITE 
http://botany.si.edu/gesneriaceae/checklist/ 


BOTANICAL REVIEW 
Bob Stewart <aeschynanthus @ verizon.net> 


BUSINESS MANAGER 

Michael A. Riley 

101 West 104th Street, New York, NY 10025 
<riley2362 @aol.com> 


ADVERTISING MANAGER 

Tom Bruning 

31233 Beechnut Road, Treynor, IA 51575 
<advertising @ gesneriadsociety.org> 


RIGHT TO REPRINT — The right to 
reprint or quote extensively from GESNERIADS 
is reserved; permission may be requested from 
the Editor. GESNERIADS follows the 
International Codes of Nomenclature, includ- 
ing The International Code of Nomenclature 
for Cultivated Plants (1995). Views published 
in GESNERIADS are not necessarily those of the 
editors, the Society, or its officers. 


OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY — The 
objects of The Gesneriad Society are to afford 
a convenient and beneficial association of per- 
sons interested in gesneriads, to stimulate a 
widespread interest in, gather and publish reli- 
able information about the identification, 
correct nomenclature, culture and propagation 
of gesneriads; and to encourage the origination 
and introduction of new cultivars. 


GESNERIAD REGISTRATION — The 
Gesneriad Society, Inc. is the International 
Registration Authority for the names and culti- 
vars of gesneriads excepting the genus 
Saintpaulia. Any person desiring to register a 
cultivar should contact Judy Becker, 432 
Undermountain Road, Salisbury, CT 06068 
<hybridregistrar @ gesneriadsociety.org>. 


www.gesneriadsociety.org 
www.facebook.com/gesneriads 


Fourth Quarter 2011 


(GESNERIADS 


The Journal for Gesneriad Growers 
Vol. 61, No.4 Fourth Quarter 2011 


CONTENTS 
President's Message 
— PAT SUSU Sita idee dba net ve sees 4 


Convention Board Review 2011 
— AIlison BrighaM .uccccccscccccsssseccesscccsssteceees 6 


Seed Fund 
— Gussie Farrice & Carolyn Ripps ..........+. 7 


Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Gesneriads 
in the "City of Brotherly Love" 


FACE GHIC-8 Mahuta Mentos baste Ubetot se 11 
Flower Show Awards 

— Jo Anne Martine Z .......ccccccccceeessteeeeeeetees 20 
Sweepstakes Success 

— Ben Paternoster ........ccscccccccecessseceeeessees 29 
How I Grow Nematanthus corticola 

— Charlene Marietti ........:ccccccccceesceetteteees 32 
Sinningia bulbosa Culture 

— Lynn Cook & Troy RAY .....cccceesseceeseeseees 34 
Awards of Appreciation 

— Molly Schneider .........cscccccccecessseceeeeeteees On 
Botanical Review No. 38 

— SEB OD SECWOLL cso ret cnehndelnedencey oe emcees AO 
2011 Awards for Research in Gesneriaceae 

— Laurence E. SKO ...ccccsssccccccesessseceeeessees 42 
Gesneriad Register 

— = SUA BECKE? et udss deceit ayecaveae chev Beeeces 44 
Back to Basics: Growing from Scales 

= GICAI ATION: Gosesices do taltesdiceatbanlnmcnmexenst 46 


Sinningia 'Heartland's Flashlight’, 
A Story of Friendship 


—= Dale MAlens sci iA ieleinceicd eh eit nes A8 
Donations 
= PGULSUST.. Bali, Bek eis ee theeceats. Be eae ie. 50 
Convention 2011 Auctions Report 
— Suzie Larouche & Paul SUSI ............000+- 52 
Changes to Species Seed Fund List ............. 53 
COVER 


Nematanthus corticola exhibited 
by Charlene Marietti, awarded 
Best in Show at the 2011 
Philadelphia Convention 
(photo by Ron Myhr) 


President's Message 


Paul Susi <president@gesneriadsociety.org> 


Kew Gardens, New York, USA 


This past July at the wonderful convention in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, The Gesneriad Society 
celebrated its 60th anniversary, a milestone featured in 
the prior issue of this journal. It was also the Society's 
55th Convention, an event noted by Philadelphia's 
Mayor Michael Nutter in his proclamation welcom- 
ing us to William Penn's "Greene Country Towne." 
The Liberty Bell Chapter did a great job in planning 
the trips, coordinating plant sales, orchestrating the 
flower show, and gathering experts from around the 
world to discuss gesneriads with us — from the most 
basic cultural issues to the cutting edge of botanical 
research. I would be remiss if I did not mention the closing event at the 
Academy of Natural Sciences and the way the evening was paced — from 
cocktail hour, to animal presentations, to discussions of the herbarium and 
book collections and, finally, to the delicious buffet dinner. Kudos to all 
involved, at both the host chapter and Society levels, who made this a most 
memorable convention. 


It was indeed unfortunate that the long-planned-for conservation training 
session could not take place, but a spirited and inspiring discussion concern- 
ing gesneriad conservation was held in its stead. It is hoped that the ideas 
generated in this discussion, and in the "conversation collecting" being coor- 
dinated by Ingrid Lindskog, will help the Society to better focus on what its 
role, and that of its members, will be in the conservation of gesneriads 
around the world. If you have thoughts about gesneriad conservation, please 
don't hesitate to drop me a note at <president @ gesneriadsociety.org>. 


New for this convention, and hopefully an activity that will take place 
at future conventions, was the inclusion of three students among the atten- 
dees. Laura Frost, Lacie Schulte, and Jeremy Keene attended their first 
Gesneriad Society convention with assistance from the Students and 
Speakers Convention Fund. Stipends for convention expenses (which 
include convention activities, meals, and payment for a shared room) are 
granted based on submission of applications from botany students studying 
gesneriads. The grants are overseen by Stephen Maciejewski and Jeanne 
Katzenstein, with input from a committee consisting of Larry Skog, John R. 
Clark, and Jon Lindstrom. At the convention, students are required to pre- 
sent a short talk or discuss a poster illustrating their research efforts in 
Gesneriaceae. If you would like to donate to this worthwhile effort, visit 
<http://gesneriadsociety.org/Donate/donate.htm> or page 55 of this issue for 
a form that you can mail in. 


And a happy "retirement" to Peter Shalit! Good Growing! 
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Student Grant recipients attending Convention 2011: Laura Frost 
(University of Alabama), Lacie Schulte, (Boise State University), 
and Jeremy Keene (Ohio University) 
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Convention Board Review 2011 


Allison Brigham <abrigham@usgs.gov> 
Recording Secretary, Golden, Colorado, USA 


The Gesneriad Society held its 55th Annual Convention at the Loews 
Philadelphia Hotel in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA. President Peter 
Shalit led the Society's Board at its meetings on July 5 and 8. The annual 
meeting of the General Membership convened on Thursday, July 7. 


The Board elected the following officers to two-year terms ending in 
2013: Paul Susi, President; Jo Anne Martinez, Second Vice-President; and 
Allison Brigham, Recording Secretary. Julie Mavity-Hudson was elected 
First Vice-President to complete the one year remaining of Paul Susi's term. 
The other two officers continue in their current positions for another year. 


The Board finalized language for the proposed change to the Bylaws for 
membership, subscriptions, and dues to be published in GESNERIADS. It 
approved new Standing Rules to have the Awards Chair report to the Shows 
and Judging Chair, updated requirements to conform to the new Nominating 
Committee Guidelines document, and expanded eligibility of the green 
option for membership to include all persons, with dues no more than those 
of the individual membership category. 


In other actions, the Board appointed Dale Martens to the Board to rep- 
resent the Gesneriad Hybridizers Association as a new Interest Group; 
approved next year's Nominating Committee, with Alan LaVergne as Chair; 
finalized and approved the Society's 2011 budget presented by Treasurer 
Becky Fontes; agreed to purchase liability insurance for directors and offi- 
cers; and allocated funds for the Society's 60th Anniversary celebration to be 
held at the General Membership meeting. 


There are changes to Committee Chairs. Paul Susi stepped down as 
Convention Chair after treating convention attendees to incredible venues 
during the last six years. Jim Roberts succeeds him. Although the Awards 
Committee was made part of Shows and Judging, Jo Anne Martinez contin- 
ues as its Chair. Tim Tuttle resigned as a Director from the Board. 


2011 Awards of Appreciation were presented to Carol Ann Bonner and 
Asa Tysk at the General Membership meeting. See the article on page 37 of 
this issue. 


The Membership voted to accept the Nominating Committee's slate of 
Directors for the three-year term ending in 2014: Dariane Joshlin, Stephen 
Maciejewski, Charlene Marietti, Jo Anne Martinez, Julie Mavity-Hudson, 
Leonard Re, and Jim Roberts. 


Make a date in 2012 to attend the 56th Annual Convention in Seattle, 
Washington, USA. 


cook WAY T he Cyesneriaceae of South China 


Chinese & English, 777 pages, text & color photos of gesneriads 


For USA orders, send check for US $125 to: 
Stephen Maciejewski, 2030 Fitzwater St., Philadelphia PA 19146. For orders outside the USA, 
order directly from the website: http://gesneriaceaeofsouthchina.wordpress.com/ 


6 GESNERIADS 61(4) 


Seed Fund 


Gussie Farrice <f.farrice@verizon.net> 
Carolyn Ripps <rippscs@aol.com> 


As I write this message, both Seed Fund Co-chairs have just returned 
from convention where we gave a short talk about the Seed Fund. For those 
who did not attend, here is a short summary. 


Most of our seed is donated by members of the Society. After seed is 
received and cleaned, it is stored in small glass vials in our refrigerators. We 
then make up Avery labels that are put onto glassine envelopes. When this is 
done, we shake out some seed from the vials onto tissue paper. You 
receive approximately 15 to 20 seeds per packet. This is no easy task as 
most seed is minute. While some may question the amount of seed received, 
it is counted with the aid of a magnifying glass. When opening each 
packet, please be sure to do it over a piece of white paper. Some people who 
have ordered seed have written back that they received empty packets. We 
can assure you that all packets sent have seed. 


Upon receiving your order, you should sow only part of the seed. The 
remaining should be kept in your refrigerator for future use. When placing an 
order, be sure you send it to the right co-chair: species orders to Carolyn 
Ripps and hybrid orders to Gussie Farrice. We do not live near one another, 
so filling your orders will be delayed if the order is sent to the wrong person. 
Also note that we do not live near Treasurer Becky Fontes, so there may also 
be a time lapse between when you receive your order and when it is either 
charged to your credit card or your check is cashed. Please be sure to list 
alternates when ordering. I hope this gives you some insight into the work- 
ings of the Seed Fund. 


Recent donations from the following are gratefully acknowledged. 
Thank you! Atlanta Botanical Gardens, Marlene Beam, Nancy Block, Carol 
Ann Bonner, Karyn Cichocki, Bob Clark, Ruth Coulson, Sue Gardner, Ginny 
Heatter, Lily Huie, Kyoko Imai, Frank Kahn, Nancy Kast, Charles Lawn, 
Alan LaVergne, Ingrid Lindskog, Leong Tuck Lock, Maureen Mark, 
Toshiyiro Okuto, Mauro Peixoto, Delores Reed, Michael Riley, Carolyn 
Ripps, Jim Roberts, Fran Russom, Peter Shalit, James F. Smith, and Judy 
Zinni. 

Send orders for hybrid seed to: 


Gussie Farrice, 121 Nelson Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10308 


Seed Packets — $2 each 


Please ¢ To pay by credit card, send your credit card number, expiration date, and 
signature, and indicate if the card is Mastercard or Visa ($6 minimum) 
¢ Make checks payable to the The Gesneriad Society in U.S. funds 
¢ Provide a self-addressed, stamped envelope (non-U.S. orders will have the 
postage added to their credit card bill) 
¢ List alternate choices 
¢ Include your membership number (first number on your mailing label) 


Note There is a limit of one seed packet of a single variety per order 
¢ There is a limit of 25 seed packets per order 
¢ There is a household limit of 50 seed packets per calendar year 
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Seed Fund — Hybrids 


Achimenes (D) 
‘Carmencita' x self 
¢ longiflora x 'Klaus Neubner' 
¢ hybrid mix (B,L) 
Aeschynanthus (B) 
hybrid, large orange/red 
Chirita 
¢ caliginosa x sericea (LM) 
‘Dreamtime’ x self (sp. 'New York' 
x flavimaculata) 
Chrysothemis (F,LM) 
¢ pulchella hybrid mix 
hybrid mix 
Columnea (B) 
‘Bold Venture’ x self 
hybrids (orange) 
¢ hybrid (red) 
Episcia (H,L,B,F) 
¢ cupreata hybrids x 'Suomi' 
cupreata hybrids mix 
‘Jim's Porcelain Doll’ 
hybrid mix 
mixed hybrids (5 crosses) 
Eucodonia (D,F,P) 
hybrid 1 
hybrid 2 
hybrid 3 
hybrid mix 
Gesneria (H,F,L) 
'Flashdance' x self 
e 'Sundrop' 
Kohleria (D) 
hondensis hybrid x 'Bermuda Red' 
° hybrid mix 
Nematanthus 
‘Castanet' x self 
¢ 'Cheerio' x self 
Seemannia 
"Medusa' x self 
Sinningia (D) 
(aggregata 'Yellow' x sellovii) x self 
canescens x leucotricha 'Max Dekking' 
cardinalis x glazioviana 
cardinalis Innocent’ x iarae (LM) 
(cardinalis 'Innocent' x iarae) x self 
(cardinalis x iarae) x self 
cardinalis x double orange hybrid 
(cardinalis 'Skydiver' x iarae) x self 
glazioviana x leopoldii F2 (LM) 
guttata x speciosa 'Cabo Frio' 
(iarae x cardinalis compact) x self 
leopoldii x iarae 
(leucotricha x bulbosa) x self 
(leucotricha x cardinalis) x self 
leucotricha x piresiana 
sellovii small pink hybrid x self 


(sellovii x ‘Apricot Bouquet’) x self 

(tubiflora x ‘Apricot Bouquet’) x (sellovii 
x tubiflora) 

(tubiflora x incarnata) x self 

(sp. "Florianopolis" x leopoldii) x self 

* warmingii x curtiflora F2 

‘Anne Crowley' x self (F,L) 

‘Apricot Bouquet’ seedling x'Apricot 
Bouquet’ (LM) 

‘Apricot Bouquet' x self (LM) 

(‘Apricot Bouquet' x self) x self (LM) 

(‘Apricot Bouquet’ x self) x conspicua 
(F,L) 

(‘Apricot Bouquet' x self) x (conspicua x 
eumorpha) (F,L) 

‘Apricot Bouquet’ hybrids 

‘Beata’ x self (leucotricha x leopoldii) 

"‘Bewitched' x self (F,L) 

‘Claire's Choice' x self 

‘Delta Fox' x self (F,P) 

'‘Desafinado' x self 

‘Diego’ (red) (F,L) 

‘Diego’ (pink) 

‘Dollbaby' x self 

(‘Dollbaby' x 'Mercury') x self 

‘Doris' F3 x self 

Elin’ x leucotricha 

‘Good Pink' x self (F,L) 

‘'Gyllenblom' x 'Raketbain' 

‘Jubilee’ x self (F,L) 

(‘Kaleidescope' x self) x self 

'‘Krezdorn Yellow' x self (L) 

‘Krishna’ x self 

‘Lavender Crest’ x self 

‘Little Imp’ x self (F,P) 

"Maiden's Blush’ x self (F,P) 

"Mark Twain' x self 

"Mother of Pearl' x self (F,P) 

"Mothers Day' x self (F,L) 

'Neese’ x self 

‘Ozark Pink Petunia’ x self 

‘Pale Beauty’ x self (L) 

‘Pink Ice' x self 

‘Pink Pearl’ x self 

¢'Premier Pink' x self (F,P) 

‘Pure Pink' x self (F,P) 

‘Purple Crest’ x self 

‘Raketbain' x self 

"Ruby Red' x self (F,P) 

‘Scarlet Sunset’ x self (F,P) 

‘Star Eyes' x self 

‘Super Orange’ x self 

‘Tampa Bay Beauty' x self (L) 

'Ted Bona’ x self (F,P) 

'Vevette' x self 

"Winkie' x self 

"Xanadu' x self F2 
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hybrid (peach) x self 
Super Mini F5 
eumorpha hybrids mix (F,R) 
¢ ‘Georgia Sunset’ hybrid mix 
"Hummingbird Mix" 
miniature hybrid mix (F,P) 
¢ miniature hybrid mix (lav/purple) (F,P) 
pink hybrid mix 
peloric hybrid mix 
peloric hybrid mix, red 
Sinningia speciosa hybrids (F,R) 
blue x self 
mini 
lavender 


white x red 
pink & rose pink 
pink dwarf 
* purple peloric 
purple w/spots 
purple x pink 
red w/spots 
red w/white edge 
white w/red spots 
white/lavender 
"California Minis" 
Chiltern hybrid 
blue slipper 
blue slipper x self 
lavender & pink slipper x self 
lavender slipper 
pink slipper 
red slipper 
¢ AC1503 x speciosa 'Regina' 
blue mix 
orchid/purple mix 
pink mix 
pink/white mix 
pink & white slipper 
pink and white x purple 
purple 
purple x red 
red mix 
° slipper mix 
Charles Lawn hybrid mix 
¢ Early Giant mix 
¢ Jack Evans purple mix 
¢ Jack Evans red mix 
¢ Small's dwarf mix 
mixed hybrids 
Smithiantha (D) 
* 'Little One' (F,L) 
‘Tropical Sunset’ x self 
e mixed hybrids (F,L,M) 
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Streptocarpus 


(‘Amethyst' x self) x self 

‘Amy' x self 

‘Bethan' x self 

‘Black Panther' x self 

‘Bristol's Charm’ x self 

‘Bristol's Daisy Jane' x self 

‘Bristol's Gum Drop’ x self 

‘Bristol's Hey Mei' x self 

‘Bristol's Hot Rod' x self 

‘Bristol's Ice Castle’ x self 

‘Bristol's Luv It’ x self 

‘Bristol's Popsicle’ x self 

‘Bristol's Ripe Melon’ x self 

‘Canterbury Surprise’ x self (V) 

(‘Canterbury Surprise’ x 'Bristol's 
Leopard Skin’) x self 

‘Canterbury Surprise’ x 'Charlotte' 

‘Canterbury Surprise’ x 'Coral Flair’ (V) 

‘Canterbury Surprise’ x 'Emily's Song' 

‘Cape Beauties' x self (F,P) 

(‘Cape Essence’ x 'Iced Pink Flamingo’) x 
un-named hybrid 

‘Charlotte’ x self 

‘Charlotte’ x 'Northwoods Bear-ly Salmon’ 

‘Crystal Wonder' x self 

‘Demeter’ x self 

‘Electric Blue' x self 

Elegance’ x self 

"Ella Mae' x self 

"Ella Mae' x "Blue Variety" 

"Falling Stars' x self 

"Fancy Pants' x self 

'Fernwood's Bam Bam! x modestus 

"Fernwood's Cherries Jubilee’ x self 

'"Fernwood's Fairy Princess’ x self 

"Festival Wales' x self 

'Fleischle Princesse’ x self 

'Fleischle Roulette Cherry’ x self 

"Franken Dainty Lady’ x self 

‘Franken Jane Elizabeth’ x self 

‘Franken Stacey’ x self 

‘Good Vibrations’ x (primulifolius x rexii 
selfed) 

"Hera' x self 

‘Ice Berg Blues' x 'Guidelines' 

‘Ice Berg Blues' x 'Crystal Beauty' 

‘Ice Berg Blues' x (‘Canterbury Surprise’ 
x 'Bristol's Leopard Skin’) 

‘Ice Berg Blues' x 'Paper Moon' 

‘Iced Amethyst Showoff" x 'Bristol's 
Bluebird’ 

‘Iced Amethyst Showoff x 'Susan' 

(‘Iced T' x 'Twilight') x (‘Canterbury 
Surprise’ x 'Happy Snowflake’) x self 

‘Jane Elizabeth’ x "Blue Variety" 

‘Jenny’ x self 

'Karen' x self 

"Ken's Purple’ x self 

‘Keri's Purple’ x self 


‘Kim’ x self ¢ montigena x rexii (natural hybrid) 


‘Kitten Face' x self (primulifolius x rexii) x self 
"Midnight Flame' x self (primulifolius x rexii selfed) x (‘Cape 
"Mini Pink Fu' x self Essence’ x 'Iced Pink Flamingo’) 
"Northwoods Bear-ly Salmon’ x self * rexil x gardenii 
"Northwood's Bear-ly Salmon’ x ‘Iced rexii hybrids 
Amethyst Showoff ¢ Wiesmoor hybrids 
"Northwoods Bear-ly Salmon’ x "Velma' hybrid, It blue/dk blue lines 
Pale lilac netted x self ¢ hybrid, lg purple 
‘Park's Holiday Hybrid' x self hybrid, lg white 
¢ 'Party Doll’ x self hybrid, lg mixed colors 
‘Passion Pink' x self hybrid, pink/pink 
° 'Pegasus' x self hybrid, red 
'Persephone' x self hybrid, red x self 
‘Pink Ice’ x self hybrid, white/pink x self 
"Royal' (red) hybrid mix 
‘Royal’ (white/pink stripes) Dibleys Dragon Mix 
‘Sandra’ x self Dibleys Pink Bouquet Mix 
‘Scarlet Glitter’ x unknown New Zealand hybrid mix 
‘Somerset Purple Ice’ x self Subgenus Streptocarpella 
‘Spooky’ x self hybrids 
‘Stacey' x "Blue Variety" 'White Butterfly’ x self 
‘Stonewashed' x self Intergenerics 
‘Sue mini’ x self Paliavana prasinata x Sinningia 
; Suzie! Eth self macropoda MP 944 
* Thalia’ x self Paliavana prasinata x Sinningia 
"The King’ x self reitzii MP 949 
'Velma' x self ¢ xGloximannia 'Circe' x self 


¢'Winterwood' x ‘Iced Pink Flamingo' 


(confusus ssp. confusus x polyanthus ssp. Mixed gesneriad hybrids 
verecundus) x self 


a iene maniite Ae * denotes LIMITED quantities 


Seed Fund Key 


Alpine or cool greenhouse (LM) Low to medium height 
Suitable for hanging basket ) Medium height; 1 to 2 feet 
Has dormant period, forming Medium to tall 

tubers or rhizomes ( Petite or miniature; under 6" 
Blooms readily in fluorescent light Rosette in form 


Recommended for greenhouses; Requires sun to bloom 

requires space ( Tall plants; generally over 3 feet 
Requires humidity and warmth Unifoliate or single leaf 
Low growing; not more than 12" Leaves may be variegated 


Color Photo Sponsorship 


Color photo on page 23 (bottom left) sponsored by 
the Gesneriad Hybridizers Association. 


Color photos on page 30 sponsored by Carolyn Ripps and Gussie Farrice 
in lieu of reimbursement for committee expenses, and by Carolyn Ripps, 
in lieu of speaker's honorarium from the Greater New York Chapter. 


Color photos on page 49 sponsored by Arleen Dewell and Ben Paternoster 
in lieu of reimbursement for committee expenses. 
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Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of 
Gesneriads in the "City of Brotherly Love" 


Tim Tuttle <plantman87@hotmail.com > 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, USA 


Philadelphia, the "City of Brotherly Love," offered a wonderful setting 
for the 55th Annual Convention of The Gesneriad Society. Our gesneriad 
brothers and sisters gathered at the Loews Hotel, full of excitement and 
anticipation of the week ahead for our international celebration of this plant 
family that we all adore so much. And celebrate we did — 188 attendees came 
from across the USA, Canada, Australia, Japan, Sweden ... for what we now 
know was a convention to remember! 


For me, convention week started on Tuesday afternoon. As I arrived, the 
dedicated Board of Directors had already finished a busy morning of work 
and the buses for the trip to Chanticleer Gardens were waiting outside to 
transport those who were lucky enough to arrive early and take advantage of 
this wonderful garden. I heard from those who went on the tour that the gar- 
dens were splendid with many unique and unusual features throughout the 
grounds. 


Tuesday evening's welcome reception was the first event for me. This 
social allows old friendships to be rekindled and new ones to begin. The set- 
ting for it this year was the banquet area on the 33rd floor of the hotel. With 
windows on all sides, the views of Philadelphia and the surrounding country- 
side were breathtaking. The choice between looking for friends among the 
crowd and looking at the many sites of the city from high atop the hotel was 
a tough one. But, in the end, the hugs and smiles of friends won out. As our 
hotel was just down the street from the city's spectacular City Hall, all of our 
fellowship took place under the watchful eye of Pennsylvania's founder, 
William Penn, who stands proudly atop the structure. A special thanks to the 
group of anonymous donors whose generosity funded this opening event. 

Following the social, we enjoyed our delicious opening dinner, "Ciao 
Italia." A bountiful buffet-style table down the center of the room was soon 
besieged by the gesneriad enthusiasts who were present ... after all, we had a 


ee 
weo 


Charlene Marietti (Local Stephen Maciejewski Maurice Marietti 
Convention Chairperson) (Special Events/Tours) (Hospitality) 


Fourth Quarter 2011 11 


a ioe) ome | fae | 
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Judith Smith Lynn Cook & Troy Ray Betsy Gottshall 
(Publicity) (Packets & Badges) (Local Treasurer) 


big week ahead and we each had to keep our strength up! We were enthusi- 
astically welcomed by the Convention Chair, the Society President, and the 
Local Chair of the host Liberty Bell Chapter. As we all sat high above this 
beautiful, historic city, stories of gesneriad adventures past and future, 
updates on family and life at home, even the occasional tale of obstacles and 
adventures in traveling to convention were all shared around the tables of 
friends, delicious food, and drink. One may have wondered could it get any 
better? Yes it could! 


Wednesday morning came early, with the promise of an enjoyable full 
day ahead. This is traditionally a day filled with lots of training for current 
and would-be judges, with the judges’ workshops, Judges' Interest Group 
meeting, and the judges' exams. A day of learning requires a hearty break- 
fast, and attendees could be seen out early on the busy sidewalks around the 
hotel, as many stepped out to take advantage of the bounty of cafes, coffee 
and pastry shops, and various markets within a short walking distance from 
the hotel. With our stomachs filled, we all gathered for the first educational 
session for judges. Those who had registered for the school could choose 
novice, intermediate or experienced sessions. For the experienced judges' 
session, Dale Martens led a first-rate workshop on the various aspects of cre- 
ating and judging crafts in a gesneriad show. Aided by Randy Baron and 
Karyn Cichocki, Dale and her team gave presentations on watercolor paint- 


12 GESNERIADS 61(4) 


ings, photographic and computer artworks, dried flower designs, needle- 
crafts, and a variety of other craft media ranging from beadwork to sugar 
flowers on cakes! We even did practice judging and critiques of our scoring. 
Now that's a complete overview of a broad topic! I know that I left the pre- 
sentation with a new appreciation and understanding of these various works 
of art, and was inspired to try some myself in the future. 


Meanwhile, simultaneous intermediate level and novice level judging 
sessions were being conducted by Bill Price and Paul Kroll for those who are 
newer to judging or those who just wanted a refresher course. Through the 
rooms' divider walls, we could hear the laughter from these sessions, so I'm 
sure those who attended the intermediate and novice sessions all learned a lot 
and had a great deal of fun at the same time. 


Session II of the judges' workshop is always the practice judging ses- 
sion, where novice and new judges are teamed with senior and master judges 
for the experience of judging "practice plants." Led by our Chairperson of 
Shows and Judging, Arleen Dewell, this session is always informative and a 
lot of fun. Plants are point scored just as they would be on a show table, 
complete with comments. Each team is then called up before the group to 
present the team's results and to hear feedback from the audience. Here, new 
judges get the chance to observe the variations in thought and opinion among 
the judges in the room and to hear opinions challenged in a constructive way. 
In this way, we all learn to craft comments in a tactful and respectful manner, 
while still communicating our points. The art of compromise is often on full 
display in this session. As always, I left with new perspectives on judging 
gesneriads. 


This year, the overall program for convention was modified a bit. Short 
"basics" workshops and discussions were introduced and seemed to be well 
attended and appreciated. The first of these was one on Streptocarpus done 
by Dale Martens. The room was packed. I know that I learned a few new 
techniques for growing better Streptocarpus. Following Dale's workshop, 
Stephen Maciejewski and Jim Roberts gave a presentation on their recent 
trips to China to see gesneriads in nature. The men traveled separately, and it 
was great to compare and contrast their experiences as they traveled around 
China to learn about gesneriads growing there. The talks were educational 


Attendees enjoying one of the new discussion sessions, this one about 
gesneriads in China presented by Jim Roberts and Stephen Maciejewski 


Fourth Quarter 2011 13 


fon = . Fs i 
SF ee 7 
re rw 
- i > fh 
me) ,* y 


Audience at the Gesneriad Hybridizers Meeting 


and quite entertaining and the photographs were breathtaking. Everyone 
came away from the discussion with an awareness of the need to support 
conservation of gesneriads in China. 


Following a dinner honoring chapters of The Gesneriad Society around 
the world, everyone began to prepare for the traditional Wednesday evening 
event — the Gesneriad Hybridizers Association meeting. The GHA has a tra- 
dition of fantastic speakers who showcase their work in hybridizing 
gesneriads. Our scheduled speaker this year, Jon Lindstrom from Arkansas, 
was unable to attend due to a family member's illness. Dave Zaitlin stepped 
up to the podium on short notice and gave a wonderful talk on his work with 
hybridizing Sinningias for yellow flowers and his work with Sinningia spe- 
ciosa utilizing various wild clones of the species in his work. Dale Martens 
gave her customary overview of photos showcasing the hybridizing work of 
various hybridizers, and by the end of the presentations everyone was liter- 
ally frothing at the mouth in anticipation of the GHA raffle. Dale does a 
spectacular job of filling the raffle tables with gesneriad goodies, and one by 
one, raffle ticket numbers are called out. As each attendee's number is called, 
a brief yelp of excitement is heard, and there is a dash for the table to survey 
the bounty and select the most choice of the items on the table. I must admit 
that each year, having to restrict myself to just one choice is like only getting 
to eat one potato chip ... while I'm grateful for the one, somehow the whole 
bag would have been better! Thanks to Dave and Dale for a fun-filled 
evening. 

Thursday morning came early and a chance to get out for breakfast. The 
nearby Reading Terminal Market offers every culinary option imaginable. It 
seemed that the convention had adjourned to the Market with many familiar 
faces among the crowd seen enjoying the variety of fantastic food that this 
place has to offer. Once breakfast was over, it was time for the last-minute 
grooming of show plants as Flower Show Entries was scheduled that morn- 
ing. This was another new modification in the program this year. I loved it! 
The volunteers who staffed the entries hall were top-notch and efficient. The 
process flowed seamlessly and entries seemed to take no time at all due to 
the organization evident throughout the process. 


With the show plants entered, it was time for another of the Basics 
Programs. Karyn Cichocki gave an informative talk on the process of creat- 
ing an underwater design. Karyn is a skilled designer, having won numerous 
awards in shows for her designs of all types. This program was also well 
attended, and I'm sure everyone left with a better understanding and appreci- 
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ation of underwater designs. Later, an informal discussion focusing on ges- 
neriad conservation was led by Ingrid Lindskog. 


Another new addition to the program this year was a series of mini- 
presentations done by students working on various aspects of gesneriad 
research. Through our new student grant fund, students now have the oppor- 
tunity to obtain assistance with expenses in order to be able to attend a 
Gesneriad Society Convention. Three students attended this year and gave 
presentations and/or presented a poster about their work. This was a great 
addition to the overall program, and it was wonderful to meet the students and 
see how our Society is supporting gesneriad research to increase our aware- 
ness and understanding of this fascinating family of plants that we all love. 


Thursday afternoon brought the first of our lectures, "The Phylogenetics 
of Petrocosmea" by Dr. Mike Kotarski of Niagara University. The presenta- 
tion focused on his work to unravel the phylogenetic relationships among the 
various Petrocosmea species in cultivation. Dr. Kotarski and his biochem- 
istry students have spent a couple of years now working on this research. Dr. 
Kotarski did a marvelous job of presenting his findings in a way that was 
entertaining, informative, and easy to understand. The lecture was well 
attended and there seemed to be a great deal of interest in the topic. 

After the lecture, the Annual Membership Meeting was held. This event 
is a time to conduct business of the Society and to honor those in our mem- 
bership who have made special contributions to our success over the years 
through the presentation of the Awards of Appreciation. Awards were pre- 


= 


—. -« a 
Ja Se : | = 
PORE. OBES 
a ee ee 


a 


Annual Membership Meeting and 60th anniversary celebration 


sented this year to Carol Ann Bonner from Tennessee and Asa Tysk from 
Sweden. Peter Shalit presided over his last annual Membership meeting as 
our President — a grateful membership appreciates all of his efforts over the 
years. 


Thursday after dinner was a busy evening starting with the second pre- 
sentation. Again this year, a new format was introduced. The program this 
evening was a Growers Forum where attendees had the opportunity to learn 
from their peers by presenting questions to a panel of growers chosen from 
four geographically different areas of the continent. The panel was Arleen 
Dewell (Vancouver, Canada), Leonard Re (Fountain Valley, California), Bev 
Williams (Toronto, Canada), and myself (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania). Paul 
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A new lecture format — 
"Ask the Experts: A Growers Forum" 


Kroll, Speakers Chair, served as the moderator for the discussion. It was hard 
to say whether the audience or the panel learned more, as with each question 
from the audience, various methods to achieving the same outcomes were 
realized. The discussion proved that gesneriads are indeed adaptable plants 
and that there are many ways to achieve success with them. I heard lots of 
positive feedback from this presentation, and I look forward to a new panel 
at future conventions. 


Finally, it was time! All of the good food and new ideas and information 
of the evening served to fuel our anticipation for the opening of the early 
plant sales. The frenzied crowd began to gather and the tension began to 
mount. This event is an exercise in controlled chaos as eager attendees gather 
outside the closed doors to the sales room in anticipation of the chance to 
acquire those "must have" plants on our want lists. This is one time when it 
pays to have planned ahead and registered for convention early as people are 
admitted to the sales room in numerical order by registration number. Then 
the moment of triumph arrives and the doors swing open. People eagerly 
peer inside, trying to catch a quick glimpse of the room's layout in order to 
more effectively plan a strategy of attack. Soon it is elbow-to-elbow with 
every person for her/himself as they strategically approach tables filled to 
overflowing with new and rare gesneriads. Soon one box is filled and a sec- 
ond is needed. One can almost read the expressions on the faces of those in 
the crowd ... "Do I have room in my suitcase for this?" which quickly 


The frenzied crowd at the opening of Plant Sales 
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becomes "Do I have room in my plant room for this? And finally, "Do I have 
room in my life for this?" Of course the answer to all of these questions is, 
"YES!!" 

At last it was here — Show Day! Judges and clerks gathered early for a 
hearty breakfast, to get team assignments, greet the members of their teams, 
and receive instructions from Doris Brownlie, our Judges’ Chair. Doris' 
preparation was incredible and everything was efficiently organized. Doris 
reminded us that we should "judge each entry as if it belonged to our best 
friend." Soon enough we entered a magnificent showroom. Well organized, 
aesthetically beautiful, and amazing in its diversity with 317 total entries, it 
was clear that we were going to have our work cut out for us. Thanks to the 
efficiency of those who worked on staging, entries, judging and awards, 
judging the show progressed well and we were soon done. This was indeed a 
show to remember. Incredible specimen gesneriads were all around the 
showroom. The outer walls were literally filled with gorgeous designs, pho- 
tography, crafts of every sort imaginable, terrariums, tray landscapes, and 
educational exhibits. There were even several very interesting plants on dis- 
play for exhibit only. This show had it all with entries in most classes, and 
the quality was exceptional. 


Judging and the selection of special awards were completed in time for 
everyone to attend the afternoon lecture. John Boggan, a botanist who is also 


Russ Strover Brian Connor Paul Kroll 
(Flower Show) (Flower Show) (Speakers) 


me r phd { ~~ ME, 
Arleen Dewell Doris Brownlie Dale Martens 
(Shows & Judging) (Judges & Clerks) (GHA) 
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noted for his skill as a hybridizer, returned to the convention this year to 
showcase his most recent focus, "Gloxinia and Seemannia, and Who Knows 
What Else." John is doing some fascinating hybridizing among the rhizoma- 
tous genera and has had some exciting results. John is even dabbling in 
begonia hybridizing, and he shared a bit about that work, too. John never 
neglects ornamental foliage at the expense of flowers, and his hybrids often 
look incredible whether in or out of bloom. It will be exciting to watch his 
future results. 


Friday evening is the much-anticipated awards banquet, that time of the 
year when we roll out the red carpet and gather to see the "stars" come out! 
The cameras were flashing and the crowd was filled with excitement. This is 
the closest The Gesneriad Society has to the Academy Awards, and person- 
ally, I think our event is more noteworthy! After all, no one in Hollywood 
has a Nematanthus corticola or Sinningia bulbosa to rival the ones we were 
honoring that night! Soon enough we learned that Charlene Marietti and Ben 
Paternoster were the big winners in horticulture for the evening, and every- 
one wanted their autograph, and of course, a cutting or rhizome! 


Saturday morning was another early start to the day with the judges’ cri- 
tique. I always enjoy this event, as it gives an opportunity to learn from other 
judges and to appreciate each entry a bit more thoroughly. This was Arleen 
Dewell's first year in her new role as Chairperson for Shows and Judging, 
and she did an incredible job. With such a spectacular and full show room, I 
had doubts that we could cover it all in the time allotted, but Arleen did it! 


The last of the basics programs was about seeds and was conducted by 
our hard-working Seed Fund Chairpersons, Carolyn Ripps and Gussie 
Farrice. The Seed Fund is such an invaluable and necessary resource for both 
enjoying and preserving gesneriads. I renewed my commitment to pollinate 
more gesneriads to repay the debt I owe to the Fund. Thanks to Carolyn and 
Gussie (as well as Karyn Cichocki and Marilyn Allen) for all of the time that 
goes into making these treasured seeds available to us. 

For the final lecture of the week, Dave Zaitlin gave a great talk on his 
extensive work studying the "Genetic Diversity of Sinningia speciosa." Dave 
gave an overview of the historical records with hybridizing these beautiful 
plants. It was this work that produced the glorious hybrids that enchanted our 
Society's founder 60 years ago, and that eventually led to all that we enjoy 
during the week at convention. So, as I sat there, I couldn't help but think 
about how all that Dave was speaking of eventually led to my being able to 
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sit in a room and hear his lecture. Accompanying the program was an incred- 
ible display of antique botanical illustrations provided by Jeanne Katzenstein 
documenting the history of hybridizing Sinningia speciosa. 

Following Dave's talk, there was a rush to the silent auction room. Only 
thirty minutes remained until the bidding on the silent auction closed and 
those who had visions of acquiring the choice offerings in the room made 
those last-minute bids in hopes of winning. Lunchtime on Saturday is tradi- 
tionally time for the live auction as well. Final strategies were mentally 
reviewed and alliances forged in preparation for the no-holds-barred bidding 
for the "best of the best" offered in the live auction. Bill Price once again 
served as our charming and skillful auctioneer. Bill chides the crowd to bid 
high and bid often, and his preference is for bids in triple digits. The auction 
is always great fun, and I'm happy to say that I came away with a couple of 
choice items myself. 


Attendees enjoying the live auction on Saturday 


The final official event of each convention is the Saturday evening din- 
ner. This year, the setting was the spectacular Academy of Natural Sciences 
where participants enjoyed a delicious buffet dinner among the dinosaurs. 
This closing event is always bittersweet. One more opportunity for fun and 
fellowship with our friends before the week ends, and the final event of a 
week filled with gesneriad festivities. Memories of the week are relived and 
goodbyes are said ... often wishes that the convention was longer are over- 
heard. By now, the gesneriads take a back seat to the celebration of the 
people who have made the week so memorable. Back at the hotel, the lobby 
was filled with attendees wishing each other well, saying goodbyes and 
exchanging hugs. Another spectacular convention had all too quickly come 
to its formal close. 


Sunday morning, as I left the hotel for my drive back home, I began to 
reflect on the past week. No one single thing has enriched my enjoyment of 
my passion for cultivating gesneriads so much as having attended Gesneriad 
Society conventions. This was my seventh convention, and with each one I 
am inspired to pursue new facets of cultivating gesneriads. The friendships 
I've made over the years are renewed each time I attend convention and get 
to spend time with others who share my interests. The cost and effort of 
being there is always repaid many-fold. The Liberty Bell Chapter and the 
"City of Brotherly Love" sure hosted one outstanding convention ... one that 
I will remember among the Best of the Best for years to come. 
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Flower Show Awards 


Jo Anne Martinez, Awards Chairperson 
<4jam@tampabay.rr.com> Tampa, Florida, USA 


This year's show in Philadelphia was one of the largest in the history of 
The Gesneriad Society. There were 317 entries from 59 exhibitors. Many 
classes were split, significantly increasing the number of blue ribbon entries. 
The quality of the exhibits was equally amazing. There were several cases 
where an exhibit with a score of 93 earned a third place ribbon. The judges 
recognized three special entries with Awards of Merit. This year we had five 
educational exhibits and they were awesome. Thank you to all the chapters 
and members who donated awards. Your generosity and dedication to the 
convention show allowed me to recognize and award each blue-ribbon 
exhibit. Please visit our website and enjoy viewing the award-winning 
exhibits. Better yet, purchase the convention CD to view the show and 
receive the bonus of enjoying the lectures. Again, thank you. The winners 
from the 2011 Convention Flower Show are as follows: 


SPECIAL AWARDS 

SWEEPSTAKES IN HORTICULTURE -— to Ben Paternoster with 6 blue ribbons, a cash award from 
the New England Chapter in memory of Jessie Crisafulli 

RUNNER-UP TO SWEEPSTAKES IN HORTICULTURE - to Paul Kroll with 5 blue ribbons, a cash 
award from Allison Brigham with congratulations to our hosts! 

BEST IN SHOW - to Charlene Marietti for Nematanthus corticola, a cash award from the Long Island 
Chapter in honor of past and present members of the Long Island Chapter 

RUNNER-UP TO BEST IN SHOW - to Lynn Cook and Troy Ray for Sinningia bulbosa, a cash award 
from Edward Bradford in memory of Joseph G. Buffa 

SWEEPSTAKES IN ARTISTIC — to Jill Fischer with 4 blue ribbons, a cash award from Becky Fontes 
in honor of our patient, loving spouses 

RUNNER-UP TO SWEEPSTAKES IN ARTISTIC — to Neale Stuart-Merriman with 3 blue ribbons, a 
cash award from Jo Anne Martinez 


Charlene Marietti with her Best in Show 
entry of Nematanthus corticola 
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Jo Anne Martinez Ben Paternoster Jill Fischer 


(Awards Chair) (Sweepstakes (Sweepstakes 
in Horticulture) in Artistic) 


BEST IN ARTISTIC (Division II) — to Ben Paternoster for his Tray Landscape, a cash award from 
Paulo Castello da Costa 

RUNNER-UP TO BEST ARTISTIC — to Bob Clark for his arrangement "Academy of Natural 
Sciences", a cash award from Dale Martens in honor of Ron Myhr for his fantastic Gesneriad 
Reference Web site 

BEST IN ARTS (Division IID) — to Bruce Boyd for his watercolor of a Streptocarpus hybrid, a cash 
award from Doris Carson in memory of Frances Batcheller 

RUNNER-UP TO BEST IN ARTS -— to Dave Moody for Sinningia 'Mighty Mouse' crafted in sterling 
silver, a cash award from Robert Martinez 

BEST IN DIVISION IV (Commercial & Educational) — to Irene Sobotincic for her exhibit "Focus on 
Micro-Miniature Sinningias," a cash award from the National Capital Area Chapter in memory of 
Nell Hennessy, co-chair of the 2009 Convention 

BEST IN SECTION A — to Lynn Cook and Troy Ray for Sinningia bulbosa, a cash award from Jim 
Roberts in memory of Barbara Roberts 

BEST IN SECTION B — to Eileen McGrath for Kohleria 'Peridots Kitlope', a cash award from the 
Delaware AV & Gesneriad Society in honor of Diane Abramson, and a cash award from the 
Gesneriad-Dicts of Western New York 

BEST IN SECTION C -— to Charlene Marietti for Nematanthus corticola, a cash award from Jeanne 
Katzenstein in honor of students around the world studying Gesneriaceae, and a cash award from the 
Delta Gesneriad & AV Society 

BEST IN SECTION D - to Eileen McGrath for Streptocarpus ‘Blueberries 'N' Cream’, a cash award 
from the Liberty Bell Chapter in honor of Margaret Cass, and a cash award from Jeanne Katzenstein 
in honor of John R. Clark for his tireless efforts in chairing a most successful World Gesneriad 
Research Conference in 2010 

BEST IN SECTION E - to Jill Fischer for Episcia 'Pink Dreams’, a cash award from the Tennessee 
Gesneriad Society in honor of Carol Ann Bonner and Julie Mavity-Hudson, editors of Gesneri-Eds, 
and a cash award from the Grow & Study Gesneriad Society 

BEST IN SECTION F — to Nancy Kast for Napeanthus andinus, a cash award from the Liberty Bell 
Chapter in memory of Laura Shannon, and a cash award from the Culver City Gesneriad Society 

BEST IN SECTION G - to Nancy Kast for Napeanthus costaricensis, a cash award from the Gesneriad- 
Dicts of Western New York in memory of Susan Fraley, and a cash award from the National Capital 
Area Chapter in memory of Nell Hennessy, co-chair of the 2009 Convention 

BEST IN SECTION H — to Michael Riley for Mitraria coccinea, a cash award from the Tampa Bay 
Gesneriad Society 

BEST IN SECTION I - to Nancy Kast for her Chirita Collection, a cash award from the Twin Cities 
Chapter, and a cash award from Paul Kroll in honor of Iain James 

BEST IN SECTION K — to Mel Grice for his arrangement "Mummers", a cash award from Laura 
Buckner, and a cash award from Carol Ann Bonner in memory of S.B. Carter III 

BEST IN SECTION L -— to Jill Fischer for her arrangement in Challenge Class "Bartram's Garden", a 
cash award from Doris Carson in honor of Ben Paternoster and Bill Price, and a cash award from 
Julie Mavity-Hudson in honor of her good friend Susan Grose 

BEST IN SECTION M - to Bob Clark for his arrangement "Academy of Natural Sciences", a cash 
award from the Liberty Bell Chapter in honor of Marlene Buck, and a cash award from the Gateway 
West Gesneriad Society 
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Kohleria 'Peridots Kitlope' Napeanthus costaricensis 
(Best New World Rhizomatous) (Best Lesser-Known) 
(Judges Award of Merit) exhibited by Nancy Kast) 
exhibited by Eileen McGrath 


Streptocarpus ‘Blueberries 'N' Cream' 
(Best Old World) exhibited by Eileen McGrath 


Napeanthus andinus Episcia ‘Pink Dreams' 
(Best New Gesneriad) (Best Grown for Ornamental Value) 
exhibited by Nancy Kast exhibited by Jill Fischer 
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Saintpaulia 'Von's Small Gift Mitraria coccinea 
(Best from a First-Time Exhibitor) (Best Trained or Sculptured) 
exhibited by Deanna Belli (Judges Award of Merit) 
exhibited by Michael Riley 


Chirita Collection: C. sinensis 'Hisako', C. 'Rachel', C. linearifolia, 
C. gemella, C. 'Aiko' (Best Collection) exhibited by Nancy Kast 


Petrocosmea 'Keystone's Bantam’ Columnea orientandina 
(GHA Award — Best Recently Registered (Best Gesneriad Exhibiting Fruit) 
Hybrid) exhibited by Nancy Carr (exhibited by Charlene Marietti) 
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BEST IN SECTION N - to Ben Paternoster for his Tray Landscape, a cash award from Suzie 
Larouche 

BEST IN SECTION P — to Dale Martens for her Color Print of Petrocosmea 'Keystone's Bantam’, an 
endowed cash award from the Crisafulli Family in memory of Jessie and Anthony Crisafulli 

BEST IN SECTION Q — to Dave Moody for Sinningia 'Mighty Mouse' crafted in sterling silver, a cash 
award from Susan Smith in honor of Monte Watler, Betty Tapping, Doris Brownlie, Beverley 
Williams, and Emma Bygott 

BEST IN SECTION S - to Irene Sobotincic for her exhibit "Focus on Micro-Miniature Sinningias," a 
cash award from the Greater New York Gesneriad Society in memory of Stan Schwartz 

BEST RECENTLY REGISTERED HYBRID - to Nancy Carr for Petrocosmea 'Keystone's Bantam’, a 
cash award from the Gesneriad Hybridizers Association 

BEST SCENTED GESNERIAD - to Ben Paternoster for Sinningia guttata, a cash award from the 
Greater New York Gesneriad Society in memory of Jo and Doug Hawley 

BEST SPECIES NATIVE TO ECUADOR - to Charlene Marietti for Columnea orientandina, a cash 
award from Jeanne Katzenstein in honor of Nancy and Jerry Kast for their enthusiastic participation 
on the 2011 Gesneriad Research Expedition to Ecuador led by John L. Clark 

BEST GESNERIAD EXHIBITING FRUIT — to Charlene Marietti for Columnea orientandina, an 
endowed cash award from the Frelinghuysen Arboretum Chapter in memory of Maryjane Evans 

BEST GESNERIAD GROWN BY A FIRST-TIME CONVENTION EXHIBITOR — to Deanna Belli 
for Saintpaulia 'Von's Small Gift’, a cash award from Kathy Spissman in memory of Jim Setliff 

BEST NEW SPECIES - to Nancy Kast for Napeanthus andinus, a cash award from Jeanne Katzenstein 
in memory of Maryjane Evans 

BEST CHIRITA — to Nancy Kast for her Chirita Collection, a cash award from Molly Schneider in 
honor of husband Rickey, who keeps her gesneriads growing 

BEST COLUMNEA - to Nancy Kast for Columnea hirta 'Light Prince’, a cash award from the Greater 
New York Gesneriad Society in memory of Miriam Goldberg 

BEST PETROCOSMEA - to Nancy Carr for Petrocosmea 'Keystone's Bantam’, a cash award from 
Alison Lovell in honor of Michael Riley, and a cash award from Tim Tuttle in honor of Paul Kroll 

BEST SINNINGIA -— to Lynn Cook and Troy Ray for Sinningia bulbosa, a cash award from the 
Greater New York Gesneriad Society in memory of Diantha and Al Buell 

BEST STREPTOCARPUS -— to Eileen McGrath for Streptocarpus ‘Blueberries 'N' Cream’, a cash 
award from the Greater New York Gesneriad Society in memory of Irwin Rosenblum 

BEST PERIDOTS HYBRID — to Eileen McGrath for Kohleria 'Peridots Kitlope'’, a cash award from 
Iain James 

BEST PETER SHALIT HYBRID -— to Doris Brownlie for Chirita Patina’, a cash award from Bob Clark 

BEST THAD SCAGGS HYBRID - to Thad Scaggs for Sinningia ‘Party Dress', a cash award from 
Thad Scaggs 

BEST BEADED, STITCHED, OR OTHER FABRIC GESNERIAD CRAFT — to Carol Ann Bonner 
for her quilted fabric craft of Columnea filifera, a cash award from Wallace Wells in memory of 
Nell Hennessy 

JUDGES AWARD OF MERIT - to Eileen McGrath for Kohleria 'Peridots Kitlope', a cash award from 
Marianne Moore 

JUDGES AWARD OF MERIT - to Michael Riley for Mitraria coccinea, a cash award from the 
Peninsula Gesneriad Society in memory of Celine Chase 

JUDGES AWARD OF MERIT — to Jill Fischer for her Natural Garden, a cash award from Molly 
Schneider and Julie Mavity-Hudson in memory of Carol Ann Bonner's father, Stan Bonner 


CLASS AWARDS 


SECTION A —- New World Gesneriads in Flower — Tuberous 

Class 3 — Sinningia bulbosa — to Lynn Cook and Troy Ray, a cash award from the Toronto Gesneriad 
Society in honor of Doris Brownlie who has been treasurer for more than 15 years, and a cash award 
from Paul Susi in honor of Bob Clark, retiring convention registrar 

Class 4A — Sinningia 'Spellbound' — to Gail Gray, a cash award from Brian Connor 

Class 4B — Sinningia 'Ozark Scentimental Journey’ — to Charlene Marietti, a cash award from Ben 
Paternoster in memory of Nell Hennessy, and a cash award from Judy Zinni in honor of Arleen 
Dewell 

Class 5A — Sinningia hybrid (S. eumorpha 'Saltao' x S. piresiana) x S. conspicua — to Thad Scaggs, a 
cash award from Leonard Re in honor of Ben Paternoster for serving as our past Shows and Judging 
Chairperson 

Class 5B — Sinningia ‘Apricot Bouquet' — to Ben Paternoster, a cash award from Stephen Maciejewski 

Class 6 — Sinningia 'Li'l Georgie’ — to Paul Susi, a cash award from the Frelinghuysen Arboretum 
Gesneriad Society in memory of Susan Schlieder 

Class 7 — Nautilocalyx antioquensis — to Jay Sespico, a cash award from Fay and Irwin Wagman in 
honor of Bob Clark 
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"Academy of Natural "Bartram's Garden" "Mummers" 


Sciences" (Runner-Up (Best in Section) (Best in Section) 
to Best Artistic) exhibited by Jill Fischer exhibited by Mel Grice 
exhibited by Bob Clark 


Streptocarpus Watercolor Color Print of Petrocosmea 
(Best in Arts) 'Keystone's Bantam' 
exhibited by Bruce Boyd (Best in Photography) 


exhibited by Dale Martens 


Sinningia ‘Mighty Mouse' Natural Garden 


crafted in sterling silver (Judges Award of Merit) 
(Runner-Up to Best in Arts) exhibited by Jill Fischer 
exhibited by Dave Moody 
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SECTION B —- New World Gesneriads in Flower — Rhizomatous 

Class 8 — Achimenes 'Desiree' — to Ben Paternoster, a cash award from Carolyn Conlin-Lane in mem- 
ory of Daphne Yaremko, and a cash award from Jill Fischer in memory of Norma Chenkin 

Class 9A — Kohleria 'Peridots Kitlope' — to Eileen McGrath, a cash award from Ben Paternoster in 
memory of Barbara Roberts 

Class 9B — Kohleria ‘Silver Feather’ — to Paul Susi, a cash award from Doris Hill 

Class 9D — Kohleria 'Manchu' — to Nancy Bruhns, a cash award from Bill Price in honor of Arleen 
Dewell 

Class 13 — Amalophyllon clarkii — to Ben Paternoster, a cash award from Paul Kroll in honor of Mel 
Grice, and a cash award from Tim Tuttle in honor of Monte Watler 

SECTION C — New World Gesneriads in Flower — Fibrous Rooted 

Class 14 — xCodonatanthus 'Tambourine' — to Neale Stuart-Merriman, a cash award from Dee Barnes- 
Vincent 

Class 15 — Columnea orientandina — to Charlene Marietti, a cash award from Lee Linett in honor of 
Ben Paternoster 

Class 16A — Alsobia species 'Chiapas' — to Lynn Cook and Troy Ray, a cash award from Carol Schreck 
in honor of Jeanne Katzenstein, and a cash award from Arleen Dewell in honor of all convention 
judges, clerks, and flower show personnel 

Class 16B — Episcia ‘Bronze Queen' — to Tim Tuttle, a cash award from Susan Allison 

Class 18 — Nematanthus corticola — to Charlene Marietti, a cash award from Paul Susi in honor of the 
Liberty Bell Gesneriad Society, host chapter of the 2011 Convention, and a cash award from Tim 
Tuttle in honor of Mary Bozoian 

Class 19 — Drymonia uninerva — to Lynn Cook and Troy Ray, a cash award from Arleen Dewell in 
honor of Monte Watler, and a cash award from Eileen McGrath in honor of Paul Kroll 

SECTION D —- Old World Gesneriads in Flower 

Class 21 — Chirita species USBRG 98-083 — to Ben Paternoster, a cash award from Paul Kroll in honor 
of Monte Watler, and a cash award from Ben Paternoster in honor of Arleen Dewell 

Class 22 — Chirita 'Jo Anne Martinez' — to Jay Sespico, a cash award from the Puget Sound Gesneriad 
Society in honor of the Puget Sound Gesneriad Society, host chapter for the Seattle 2012 
Convention 

Class 23 — Petrocosmea formosa — to Barbara Stewart, a cash award from the Frelinghuysen Arboretum 
Gesneriad Society in honor of Quentin Schlieder 

Class 24 — Saintpaulia ionantha subsp. grandifolia #237 — to Paul Kroll, a cash award from Arleen 
Dewell in honor of Bill Price, and a cash award from Paul Kroll in honor of Bill Price 

Class 25 — Saintpaulia ‘Precious Red' — to Jerry Kast, a cash award from the Toronto Gesneriad 
Society in honor of Bev Williams who besides growing beautiful plants, accepts responsibility with 
grace and competence in several areas at meetings, shows and conventions 

Class 26 — Saintpaulia 'Von's Small Gift’ — to Deanna Belli, a cash award from Bloomin’ Violets and 
Gesneriads of Palm Beach 

Class 28 — Saintpaulia 'Minstrel's Mary Ruth' — to Paul Kroll, a cash award from Bill Price in honor of 
Monte Watler 

Class 29 — Streptocarpus ‘Blueberries 'N' Cream' — to Eileen McGrath, a cash award from Doris 
Brownlie in honor of Paul Kroll who assumes his many responsibilities with pride and efficiency 

Class 30 — Streptocarpus cyanandrus — to Tim Tuttle, a cash award from Betsy Gottshall in honor of 
Quentin Schlieder 

Class 31A — Streptocarpus ‘Iced Artistry’ — to Paul Kroll, a cash award from Irina Nicholson in honor 
of Brian Murfitt, Bill Price's partner, and all our ever-patient spouses and partners living in the ges- 
neriad jungle 

Class 31B — Streptocarpus ‘Salmon Sunset' — to Gail Gray, a cash award from Deanna Belli 

Class 31C — Streptocarpus 'Haru No Mizu' — to Gail Gray, a cash award from Paul Kroll in memory of 
Frances Batcheller 

Class 31D — Streptocarpus ‘Bristol's Showstopper’ — to Mel Grice, a cash award from Mary Bozoian in 
memory of Frances Batcheller 

SECTION E - Gesneriads Grown for Ornamental Qualities other than Flowers 

Class 33A —- Chirita 'Patina’ — to Doris Brownlie, a cash award from Leonard Re in honor of the 
Liberty Bell Chapter members for hosting the convention 

Class 33C — Chirita sp. V27 Vietnam — to Richard Carr, a cash award from Arleen Dewell in honor of 
the Gesneriad Society Shows & Judging Committee, who does their best to keep her focused 

Class 33E — Chirita 'Cynthia' — to Arleen Dewell, a cash award from Mel Grice in honor of Ben 
Paternoster 

Class 33F — Chirita longgangensis (crested) — to Ben Paternoster, a cash award from Susan Grose in 
memory of Nell Hennessy, local convention co-chair for the 2009 Convention 

Class 34A — Episcia lilacina (sport) — to Tim Tuttle, a cash award from the Frelinghuysen Arboretum 
Gesneriad Society in memory of Betty Vriens 

Class 34B — Episcia cupreata 'La Soledad Bronze' — to Barbara Festenstein, a cash award from the 
Gloxinia Gesneriad Society in memory of Emma Lahr 
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Class 34C — Episcia 'Aloha Mauna Loa’ — to Brian Connor, a cash award from Susan Grose in honor of 
Peter Shalit's long-time service to The Gesneriad Society, most recently as Society President 

Class 35 — Episcia 'Pink Dreams' — to Jill Fischer, a cash award from Peter Shalit in memory of Floss 
Dworkin 

Class 36A — Petrocosmea sericea — to Nancy Carr, a cash award from Alan LaVergne in memory of 
Fred Stryker 

Class 36B — Petrocosmea barbata — to Nancy Carr, a cash award from Arleen Dewell in honor of Ben 
Paternoster 

Class 36C — Petrocosmea 'Keystone's Bantam' — to Nancy Carr, a cash award from Julie Mavity- 
Hudson in honor of her dear friend, Carol Ann Bonner 

Class 37A — Columnea hirta ‘Light Prince' — to Nancy Kast, a cash award from the Tampa Bay 
Gesneriad Society 

Class 37B — Streptocarpus ‘Iced Artistry’ — to Paul Kroll, a cash award from Susan Grose in honor of 
the Liberty Bell Chapter members for hosting this year's convention 

Class 38A — Alsobia dianthiflora — to Neale Stuart-Merriman, a cash award from Nancy Kast in honor 
of the researchers, without them we wouldn't have these beautiful plants, and a cash award from 
Judy Zinni in honor of Doris Brownlie 

Class 38B — Nautilocalyx sp. nov. — to Paul Kroll, a cash award from Judy Zinni in honor of Monte 
Watler 

Class 38C — Pearcea hypocyrtiflora — to Charlene Marietti, a cash award from Paul Kroll in honor of 
Arleen Dewell 

Class 39 — Kohleria 'Snakeskin' — to Deanna Belli, a cash award from Paul Kroll in memory of Daphne 
Yaremko, and a cash award from Nancy Bruhns in memory of Laura Shannon 

SECTION F —- New Gesneriads 

Class 40 — Paraboea species — to Jim Roberts, a cash award from Karyn Cichocki in honor of John L. 
Clark and John R. Clark for all their work in gesneriad research 

Class 41A — Napeanthus andinus — to Nancy Kast, a cash award from Brian Connor 

Class 41B — Chirita wentsaii — to Jim Roberts, a cash award from Susan Grose in honor of Leong Tuck 
Lock of Malaysia for his generous donations of seed and long-time interest and support of The 
Gesneriad Society, and a cash award from the Desert Sun AV & Gesneriad Society 

Class 42 — Sinningia 'Party Dress’ — to Thad Scaggs, a cash award from Ben Paternoster in honor of 
Peter Shalit, and a cash award from Paul Kroll in honor of Timothy Tuttle 

SECTION G - Lesser-Known Gesneriads Seldom Grown or Seen in Shows 

Class 45A — Napeanthus costaricensis — to Nancy Kast, a cash award from Jo Anne Martinez 

Class 45B — Chirita liboensis (white-vein leaf) — to Ben Paternoster, a cash award from Mary Bozoian 
in memory of Anne Crowley, and a cash award from Bonita Hutcheson in honor of 3G's members 
who have served for The Gesneriad Society 

SECTION H - Trained or Sculptured Gesneriads 

Class 46 — Mitraria coccinea — to Michael Riley, a cash award from Nancy Carr 

SECTION I - Collections of Gesneriads 

Class 47 — Chirita Collection — to Nancy Kast, a cash award from Charlene Marietti in honor of Ben 
Paternoster, Arleen Dewell, and Mel Grice 

Class 48 — Petrocosmea Kinship Collection — to Tim Tuttle, a cash award from Joseph Palagonia in 
memory of Joseph G. Buffa 

SECTION K - Arrangements of Fresh-Cut and/or Growing Material 

Class 51 — "Mummers" — to Mel Grice, a cash award from the Toronto Gesneriad Society in honor of 
Monte Watler who offers assistance with membership and is still Mr. Gesneriad in their eyes, and a 
cash award from Barbara Festenstein 

Class 52 — "Philadelphia Museum of Art" — to Neale Stuart-Merriman, a cash award from Leonard Re 
in honor of Bob Clark for serving as our past convention registrar 

Class 53 — "Punxsutawney Phil" — to Ben Paternoster, a cash award from Ben Paternoster in memory 
of Frances Batcheller, and a cash award from Tim Tuttle in honor of Ben Paternoster 

SECTION L - Arrangements of Fresh-Cut Gesneriad Material 

Class 54 —Challenge Class "Bartram's Garden" — to Jill Fischer, a cash award from Betsy Gottshall in 
honor of Russ Strover 

Class 55 — "Waterworks" — to Julie Thompson, a cash award from Bill Price in honor of Paul Kroll 

Class 56 — "Chinatown" — to Barbara Festenstein, a cash award from Lee Linett in memory of Nell 
Hennessy and Barbara Roberts 

Class 57 — "Love Park" — to Neale Stuart-Merriman, a cash award from the Tampa Bay Gesneriad 
Society 

SECTION M - Arrangements of Growing Gesneriad Material 

Class 58 — "Boathouse Row" — to Neale Stuart-Merriman, a cash award from Arleen Dewell in honor 
of Paul Kroll, and a cash award from Dariane Joshlin 

Class 59 — "Ben Franklin" — to Barbara Festenstein, a cash award from Sylvia Svitak in honor of the 
members of the Long Island Gesneriad Society 
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Class 61 — "Academy of Natural Sciences" — to Bob Clark, a cash award from Mary Bozoian in mem- 
ory of Helen Freidberg, and a cash award from Jill Fischer in memory of Betty Vriens 

SECTION N - Plantings of Growing Material 

Class 62 — Terrarium (straight-sided) — to Jill Fischer, a cash award from Susan Grose in honor of Paul 
Susi, incoming President of The Gesneriad Society, and a cash award from Barbara Stewart 

Class 63 — Terrarium (curved) — to Jill Fischer, a cash award from Tim Tuttle in honor of Dale 
Martens, and a cash award from Bonita Hutcheson in honor of Chapter President Larry Boyer 

Class 64 — Tray Landscape — to Ben Paternoster, a cash award from Paul Kroll in honor of Mary 
Bozoian, and a cash award from Judy Zinni in honor of Paul Kroll 

Class 65 — Natural Garden — to Jill Fischer, a cash award from Arleen Dewell in memory of Norma 
Chenkin and Nellie Sleeth, and a cash award from Paul Susi in honor of Dale Martens who has done 
so much for gesneriad hybridizing 

SECTION P - Photography 

Class 67A — Color Print (parts of a plant) of Sinningia richii "Robson Lopes' — to Dale Martens, a cash 
award from Leonard Re in honor of Randy Baron, our survivor 

Class 67B — Color Print (parts of a plant) of Columnea ornata — to Julie Mavity-Hudson, a cash award 
from M. J. Tyler in memory of David B. Tyler 

Class 67C — Color Print (parts of a plant) of Kohleria 'Lemon Demon’ — to Barbara Stewart, a cash 
award from Judy Zinni in honor of Bill Price 

Class 68A — Color Print (whole plant) of Petrocosmea 'Keystone's Bantam' — to Dale Martens, a cash 
award from Bill Price in honor of Ben Paternoster 

Class 68B — Color Print (whole plant) of Kohleria 'Snakeskin' — to Deanna Belli, a cash award from the 
Mt. Hood Gesneriad Chapter 

Class 69 — Color Print (natural habitat) of Chirita eburnea — to Stephen Maciejewski, a cash award 
from Lee Linett in honor of Jo Anne Martinez 

Class 70 — Monochrome Print of Sinningia 'Spellbound' — to Jill Fischer, a cash award from Tom 
Bruning 

SECTION Q - Arts and Crafts Representing Gesneriads 

Class 71 — Watercolor of Streptocarpus hybrid — to Bruce Boyd, a cash award from Jill Fischer in 
memory of Maryjane Evans, and a cash award from Tim Tuttle in honor of Arleen Dewell 

Class 72 — Quilted fabric craft of Columnea filifera — to Carol Ann Bonner, a cash award from Tim 
Tuttle in honor of Rosemary Platz, and a cash award from Marcia Shearer 

Class 73 — Sinningia 'Mighty Mouse' crafted in sterling silver — to Dave Moody, a cash award from 
Paul Kroll in honor of Ben Paternoster, and a cash award from Mary Lou Robbins 

SECTION S —- Educational Exhibits 

Class 76 — "Threatened! Saintpaulia species in their native habitats" exhibit — to Carol Ann Bonner, a 
cash award from the Gloxinia Gesneriad Growers Society, and a cash award from Arleen Dewell in 
honor of Doris Brownlie for her commitment to all gesneriad growers, especially those in Canada 

Class 77 — "Focus on Micro-Miniature Sinningias" exhibit — to Irene Sobotincic, a cash award from 
Helen Bortvedt 

Class 78 — "Sphaerorrhiza" exhibit — to Paul Susi, a cash award from the Liberty Bell Chapter in honor 
of Beth Meadows 


Arleen Dewell leading the Judges Critique 
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Sweepstakes Success 


Ben Paternoster <ben9@optonline.net> 


Huntington, New York, USA 


I will begin with those elements that are the same for all six plants that 
were awarded blue ribbons and then move on to discuss any treatment that 
may have been different for specific plants. 


While I don't believe that the potting mix is crucial, as long as it is a 
light mix, I will tell you that I am currently using Sunshine Mix #8. I have 
learned from the manufacturer that it is more acid than many gesneriads pre- 
fer, so I have begun to add some dolomitic lime to the mix. I have the use of 
a small greenhouse, but most of my show plants are grown under fluorescent 
lights in my basement. I use wide spectrum T12 tubes in my fixtures. They 
are mostly eight-foot fixtures but there are two smaller fixtures (48 and 30 
inches). All have two tubes per fixture. The light stand contains all the eight- 
foot fixtures, two per shelf on three levels. The shelf width is 30 inches. The 
lights are on for 13 hours. I change tubes when they burn out, but I also 
move older tubes to the bottom shelf of the light stand and place new ones in 
the upper two levels. The bottom shelf is where I propagate or keep plants 
that need cooler temperatures or need to be enclosed. The temperature in my 
basement ranges from a low of approximately 58°F in winter to a high in the 
upper 80s°F in summer. 


Except for the bottom levels, trays that hold water are under all the 
plants. These trays are fitted with plastic eggcrate, capillary matting, and a 
second layer of eggcrate on top. This helps provide proper humidity and col- 
lects excess water that drains from the pots. I water those plants requiring 
water daily. There are no short cuts. I use a watering can and my finger to 
test the moisture level. I feed a weak dose of fertilizer with each watering, 
approximately 1/8 to 1/4 teaspoon per gallon of water. I rotate about eight 
different fertilizers. The water comes from the faucet, but I let it stand at least 
a day before I use it. Plain water without fertilizer is applied approximately 
once a month to clear out fertilizer salt buildup. I also have small fans that 
operate around the clock to move the air. 


Achimenes ‘Desiree’ is rhizomatous and goes dormant during the late fall 
and early winter. During the first week of February, I removed the rhizomes 
from the pot in which they had been growing during the previous three sea- 
sons. I chose a six-inch pot filled with my usual potting mix and placed eight 
rhizomes vertically into the mix. The pot was placed over the ballast of one 
of the light fixtures. The bottom heat helped stimulate the rhizomes into 
growth. I watched them daily to observe when new growth appeared and pro- 
vided water when the mix began to dry out from the heat. When at least five 
of the eight rhizomes showed growth that had broken through the surface, I 
moved the pot to under the lights. I raised it so that the pot surface was two 
inches below the lights. I didn't wait for all eight to appear because the early 
ones would get leggy in the very poor light above the fixture. After all 
growths had two or three sets of leaves, I pinched out the growing tips to 
encourage branching and shaping of the plant. I usually did this one more 
time in the growth cycle. As the plants grew, I lowered the pot so that the top 
of the plant remained only a few inches from the lights. This method is 
essentially what I learned from Bill Price — credit where credit is due! 
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Achimenes 'Desiree' Amalophyllon clarkii 


Chirita longgangensis (crested) Sinningia ‘Apricot Bouquet' 


Chirita liboensis (white-veined) Chirita species USBRG 98-083 
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Amalophylion clarkii is also rhizomatous. It wakes up in the spring, too, 
but I didn't fuss with it as much. It was grown partially enclosed. When it 
began its growth cycle this year in the same pot it has been in for years, I 
decided to dig out some clumps of young plants with their rhizomes and start 
multiple plants in fresh mix. The show plant was one of these. Others were in 
the convention plant sale and my tray landscape exhibit. 


Chirita liboensis (white-veined leaf) was grown in a prop box with the 
lid slightly ajar on the lowest shelf (floor level) of my light stand. It was 
watered occasionally to keep it evenly moist (not wet). 


Chirita longgangensis (crested) was watered less than most of my other 
plants, sometimes only once a week. Since this plant was in very little soil 
and had much growth on the top that made it top heavy, I wired the plant into 
the bonsai dish so it would not topple out. 


Chirita species USBRG 98-083 was grown differently by a method I 
have been using on most Chiritas and Petrocosmeas for about two years. It is 
based on the fact that the literature informs us that many of these plants grow 
in rock crevices that leave little room for soil. To simulate this growing envi- 
ronment, I take a plant whose root system has filled a 2-1/4 inch or 2-1/2 
inch pot and move it up to a 5- or 6-inch pot. But I do not surround the root 
ball with soil. I use small stones instead. I water most plants growing in this 
way only once a week. This is how I grew this Chirita. 


Sinningia ‘Apricot Bouquet’ is kept in a greenhouse during the winter. I 
usually cut off all the remaining summer growth and it sits in a dormant state 
until early spring when it begins to send up new growth from the tuber. I 
usually move it outdoors onto my deck around the first two weeks of May. 
The early growth produced in the greenhouse is often leggy because the light 
is not sufficient, so this year I cut it all off and repotted the tuber into fresh 
mix. The plant was placed in full sun on my deck. It had some protection 
from rain because it was under an eave of my home. 


I hope the information in this article helps bring you success, too. 


Gesneriads ¢ Begonias ¢ Rare Flowering Plants & Vines fom 
KARTUZ GREENTIOUSES Bs pall 


1408 SUNSET DRIVE, Dept. G 


VISTA, CA 92083-6531 
760-941-3613 
http://www.kartuz.com 
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How I Grow Nematanthus corticola 


Charlene Marietti <ewmarietti@comcast.net> 


Medford, New Jersey, USA 


The flowers seduced me. The plant itself wasn't exciting. It was little 
more than shiny green leaves, but its pendulous orange flowers were unique 
and sensuous. 


Still, I was hesitant to bid on the donated plant when it came up for auc- 
tion at the Liberty Bell Chapter's annual auction in October 2009. For one, I 
did not intend to buy even one plant. Two days after the auction I was leav- 
ing on a two-week trip and would be unable to deal with newcomer plants. 
And two, Nematanthus plants get big, and I felt as if I couldn't invest in 
another large grower. But I did. 


At home, I hung it at the top of a small, attached greenhouse that faces 
north and is shaded by the house most of the day. The location allows it to 
get morning sun, cool night temperatures, and higher humidity than the 
house. Maximum temperatures in the summer reflect outside temperature, 
but rarely exceed 98°F (37°C) due to the shade and a humidifier. In winter, 
temperatures range from 55°F (13°C) minimum to 67°F (19°C) maximum. 


Over the next months, the plant grew and flowered, with little to com- 
mend it but the lure of those beautiful flowers. By the following summer, the 
plant was sorely in need of repotting, especially as it was still growing in the 
original pot with commercial potting mix. As an epiphyte, this Nematanthus 
was slated for potting in a loose mix that could more nearly replicate its 
native environment. I have experimented with a variety of substrates, includ- 
ing several commercial orchid brands and lava rock, but currently use a mix 
that Maurice makes for his orchids that consists of diatomaceous earth, 
coconut husk chunks, perlite, and charcoal. (See recipe below.) 


Maurice's Orchid Mix 


2 parts coconut husk cubes, small-cut 
(1/2 inch), rinsed thoroughly 
several times to remove any salt 


1 part diatomaceous earth chunks, 
medium-cut ("Aussie Gold" 
brand) 


1 part perlite, large-size 
1/4 part charcoal, medium-size 
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Untwisting the long pedicels of Nematanthus corticola during Entries 


After repotting and some pruning, all other care elements remained the 
same. The Nematanthus corticola went back to the top outside corner of the 
greenhouse and was watered about twice a week with dilute Cal-Mag fertil- 
izer. The plant flourished. It set heavy bud in late spring and started 
blooming heavily in May. Although it seemed unrealistic to expect it to still 
be in bloom for the July show, it was. 

Growing the plant was one thing. Getting it to the show was another — 
and Maurice gets full credit for it being there. The plant is difficult to trans- 
port on two counts: One, its branches snap like asparagus and, two is its long, 
dangling flowers. Packing it with other entries wasn't an option so Maurice 
devised an apparatus to transport the plant separately. Even with so much 
coddling, the truck's motion and road bumps caused the long pedicels to 
sway and the flowers to twist and wrap themselves much like a braid. Thanks 
go to Bill Price who wisely counseled single-minded focus and patience in 


untangling them. 
Sauray OF SALISBURY 


432 UNDERMOUNTAIN ROAD SALISBURY, CONN. 06068 


PHONE (860) 435-2263 WEBSITE: www.lauray.com 
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Sinningta bulbosa Culture 


Lynn Cook and Troy Ray <lynncook225@gmail.com> 
Landenberg, Pennsylvania, USA 


The Sinningia bulbosa exhibited at the 2011 Gesneriad Society 
Convention in Philadelphia was grown from a leaf cutting. In 2008 we 
received three leaves from a fellow Liberty Bell Gesneriad Society member. 
Initially one was coated with powdered rooting compound and put into a pot 
containing a soil mix. That leaf slowly disappeared. The other two leaves 
were put into water, where they stayed for about six months. At that point, 
with no sign of roots or tuber formation, we sought guidance from Gloxinias 
and How to Grow Them, by Peggy Shultz, which advised splitting the petiole 
and putting the split petiole and leaf into water. We did not tent the leaf as it 
was in our greenhouse which has relatively high humidity year round. 


In about four months' time from first splitting the petiole, a tuber the size 
of a corn kernel had formed and fine roots could be seen. With that, we split 
the petiole of the second leaf, which then developed tuber formation along 
the same timeline as the first leaf. We potted each tuber when acorn size was 
reached, with leaf still attached, into a mix of 2/3 potting soil (without per- 
lite) and 1/3 sand so that 2/3 of the tuber was in the soil mix and 1/3 was 
exposed. The tubers began to grow, with their tops emerging further and fur- 
ther from the soil of their respective pots. We continued to water the tubers 
to keep them growing and have never given the plants a dry rest period. 
Stems would die back and others would emerge, but neither plant had 
blooms for about one year after being potted. In the second year both plants 


Close-up of Sinningia bulbosa flower stems 
(photo of entire plant on back cover) 


34 GESNERIADS 61(4) 


bloomed, with the best blooms being those in the third year, the ones shown 
in the exhibited plant. 

We did nothing to cause the inflorescences to exit the tuber at a 30- 
degree angle, shown in the photograph. We have no direct experience but are 
told that this is the way plants in the wild often grow. We have never with- 
held water, but the tubers grew so large that the soil surface is limited for 
water absorption. Plants were watered once a week and fertilized with 20-20- 
20 full strength once a month. Tubers were re-potted in their second and 
third years of growth. The plants were grown in the high-light section of our 
greenhouse, which has a polycarbonate roof that lets in 81% of available 
light. Light is overhead and limited only by the sun or clouds of a day, so the 
inflorescences are not leaning to seek more light. 


in hobby greenhouses, windows, and under lights! 


fia The Association for plant & flower people who grow 


Quarterly Magazine and Newsletter e Growing & Maintenance Help & Advice 
Dues: USA $28/yr., Canada/Mexico $30/yr., Overseas $31/yr. (US funds/bank, MO) 
Sample magazine $3.50, Directory of Manufacturers & Distributors $2.50 
Hobby Greenhouse Association 
80 Deaconess Road, Suite 443, Concord, MA 01742-4173 


http://‘www.hobbygreenhouse.org 
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Chirita: Changes in Genus and Species Names 


As many of you are aware, scientific information was published earlier 
this year regarding many name changes in the popularly grown genus 
Chirita as well as a few other genera. For consistency, The Gesneriad 
Society will be adapting these changes effective 1 January 2012 in all its 
publications and on the website. Detailed information about these 
changes will appear in the First Quarter 2012 issue of GESNERIADS and 
the new names will be used in the 2012 Convention flower show 
schedule published in that issue. Other Society publications and our 
website will also be using the new names effective the first of next year. 


Good things come in small packages... 


... like Codonanthe flowers and berries and 
lapel pins! Cloisonne on gold-colored metal, 
as always $5.00. Order by mail from: 

Kathy Spissman 

4086 Brownlee Drive 

Tucker, GA 30084-6113 


Peter Shalit receiving his out-going president's gift 
from Molly Schneider 
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Awards of Appreciation 


Molly Schneider <molly608sch@comcast.net> 
Nashville, Tennessee, USA 


At the Annual Membership Meeting of The Gesneriad Society held on 
July 7, 2011 in Philadelphia, I was proud to present a gift to Peter Shalit, our 
outgoing president after serving two terms. Peter has been an active, respon- 
sible, reliable, wonderful president for all of us. Among other things, he has 
made the meetings run efficiently and helped the Board be more responsive 
to the membership. The Society's electronic presence has blossomed under 
his reign! 

In 2003 when Peter was presented with an Award of Appreciation, he 
told us that gesneriads had been a great influence in his life since childhood. 
He became a member of the American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society 
(AGGS) at 11 years old and attended his first convention in 1968 in New 
York City at 14 years old (a lot like Elvin McDonald who, 60 years ago, 
founded our society when he was 13). Upon receiving the Award of 
Appreciation, Peter wrote, "Thanks, though the award seems a little prema- 
ture to me — I'm not done yet!" — And he was right! 


As a token of our gratitude and affection, we presented Peter with an 
Elisabeth Schaefer hand-painted porcelain plate depicting his favorite gesner- 
iad, Sinningia macropoda. It took some subterfuge to find out the name of his 
favorite plant and to obtain a photograph for the artist to use as a model. 
Then I read the second quarter 2011 President’s message in GESNERIADS. On 
the 20th birthday of his two Sinningia macropoda plants, Peter wrote 
"Sinningia macropoda is not a glamorous species, but it is elegant, depend- 
able, and undemanding ... I can always count on the glow of the orange-red 
flowers in the corner of my light garden." Peter even made a YouTube video 
of this favorite. 


Awards of Appreciation for 2011 were then presented. The criteria for 
the selection of recipients of the award as stated in our standing rules 
are importance of service rendered, length of service, project 
chairpersons, diligent behind the scenes workers, faithful contributors of ges- 
neriad articles in publications, and any other duties of merit. 


This year the committee, consisting of Arleen Dewell, Michael Riley, 
and Molly Schneider as chair, gathered ideas and suggestions for potential 
awardees from all members of the Society. Following this process we chose 
two deserving individuals for 2011 who have spread their knowledge of and 
enthusiasm for gesneriads in their own way, thereby encouraging member- 
ship in The Gesneriad Society. 


Carol Ann Bonner received an Award of Appreciation in grateful recogni- 
tion of her contributions to the growth and success of The Gesneriad Society 
while serving as Director, President, Vice-President, Chair of Publicity and 
Membership Promotion, Newsletter Chair, speaker, and master judge .... 
(The following is adapted from the presentation by Arleen Dewell at the 
2011 Annual Meeting.) 

Our first awardee has been active in the gesneriad world for 25 years. 
She is a talented educator, passionate speaker, and loyal friend. Carol Ann's 
insatiable quest for knowledge has motivated her to visit gesneriads on some 
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Asa Tysk 


of their own turf and to learn all she could absorb about habitats and their 
future preservation. 


She enthusiastically serves her home chapter, the Tennessee Gesneriad 
Society, having held many of its key positions: president, newsletter editor 
and co-editor, recording secretary, and the pivotal role of membership secre- 
tary. She helps conduct her chapter's propagation workshops every year and 
happily participates in many local events that further the public's interest in 
and knowledge of gesneriads. 


Carol Ann has committed time and boundless energy to The Gesneriad 
Society, primarily through education, plant imaging, and publicity member- 
ship promotion. She is responsible for designing our attractive pins, different 
ones each year, that so many of us look forward to adding to our ever-grow- 
ing collections. The talent she has for graphic design means that she is often 
consulted for advice when new Society apparel, form layout, and logo pro- 
jects are being considered. She has served the Board as a Director, First 
Vice-President, and President. 

In life away from her plants, Carol Ann works as a lab manager at 
Vanderbilt University Medical School in Nashville, which specializes in edu- 
cating people in the use of laser scanning and other high-tech microscopes 
used for basic research in the biomedical field. She has also been involved in 
the fields of special education and the nursery trade. A strong advocate for 
animal rights, she has opened her home and her heart to many creatures, 
large and small, in need of rescue. 

Along with all her other responsibilities, Carol Ann also assists the 
Awards of Appreciation Committee by sharing her many talents with them. 
She writes the beautiful calligraphy that graces every certificate. True to her 
unique and very charming sense of humor, she asked whether we would like 
her to embellish her own certificate this year! 
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Asa Tysk received an Award of Appreciation in grateful recognition of her 
contributions to the growth and success of The Gesneriad Society while serv- 
ing as president, secretary, director, and exhibitions chair of Gesneriasterna, 
author, teacher, exhibitor, judge, explorer, professional horticulturist .... (The 
following is adapted from the presentation by Michael Riley at the 2011 
Annual Meeting.) 


Sometimes the greatest contributions to the world of gesneriads come 
from the people who are sitting next to us at every convention, and who seem 
to always be in the public eye like Carol Ann Bonner. But other times, we 
realize that not all eyes are present at a convention in the United States or 
Canada, and we need to have a more global perspective in our appreciation 
of contributors. We all know that one of our previous awardees, Ingrid 
Lindskog, has motivated so many Europeans to grow and appreciate gesneri- 
ads and is affiliated with one of our largest chapters, Gesneriasterna Chapter 
in Sweden. It is no wonder that one of Ingrid's colleagues in this effort, is one 
of this year's recipients of our Award of Appreciation. 


Asa started her career as a professional horticulturist in a graveyard, 
then she moved on to a hospital, and ultimately to the Uppsala Botanical 
Garden where she met her husband Joakim who is also a full-time gardener. 
She grows indoors; He grows outdoors! 


Asa has performed many tasks and has served in many offices for the 
gesneriad growers of Sweden. She has been the president, secretary, exhibi- 
tions chair, and a board member for many years. She has also been a frequent 
speaker at garden fairs and has staged exhibitions at botanical gardens in 
Uppsala, Stockholm, Orebro and Gothenburg. Asa has written many articles 
for Gesneriastnytt and Saintpauliavdnnen. She participated in an expedition 
to Tanzania in 2004 with a Finnish team and maintains an internationally 
important collection of Saintpaulia species at the Uppsala Botanical Garden 
where she is in charge of the gesneriad collection, the begonia collection, and 
the nursery for propagation. 

Her nursery also produced a daughter, Lisa (who works in a dressage 
stable for show horses), and a son, Simon (who is crazy about baseball and 
an ardent fan of the Philadelphia Phillies and accompanied his mother to the 
Philadelphia convention). The whole family enjoys their horse Aegir, plants 
(of course), and they all love any sport with a ball. Asa became a student 
judge in 2006 and is now preparing to teach the first judging school in the 
Swedish language to anyone and everyone who will listen. 


Thank you, Asa, and please continue your good work! 
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Botanical Review No. 38 


Bob Stewart <aeschynanthus@verizon.net> 


Stow, Massachusetts, USA 


¢ Meristem Fate and Bulbil Formation in Titanotrichum (Gesneriaceae). 
Chun-Neng Wang and Quentin C.B. Cronk. American Journal of Botany 90(12): 
1696-1707. 2003. 


Titanotrichum oldhamii is an unusual plant in several respects. One aspect of 
particular interest is that a "flower spike" can either produce flowers or it can produce 
large numbers (about 60 per flower position) of tiny vegetative reproductive struc- 
tures. The authors studied the processes that determine whether a particular flower 
stem produces flowers or bulbils (often called "propagules" by our members). 


The paper includes growing information, a number of interesting electron micro- 
scope photographs of developing meristem tissue, and thorough discussion of tissue 
development. I will concentrate on the growing information for the discussion below. 


This species is found on Taiwan, and also on Okinawa and nearby parts of main- 
land China. It grows in shaded wet areas such as along creeks, on wet limestone 
banks in dense forest, and near cave mouths. 


The flowering season is June to September. This is the rainy season, and condi- 
tions can be quite warm (30°C/85°F) and extremely wet. Early in the flowering 
season the plants produce normal flowering stems. ("Normal" for this species means 
an indeterminate spiral raceme rather than the pair-flowered cyme of most gesneri- 
ads.) 


Bulbil production increases in late August through September toward the end of 
the flowering season. This is apparently controlled by day length, with bulbil produc- 
tion increasing as the nights become longer. The longest day of the year is about 14 
hours and the shortest day is about 10 hours. The authors tested the plants under 
reduced temperature conditions (18°C/65°F) and found that this caused slower 
growth but did not convert the plant from flowers to bulbils. 


During the late part of the season the plants can also produce various intermedi- 
ate forms, where some flower sites are converted to leaves, or side branches can form. 
I assume that these are "errors" in that they do not help the plant reproduce. 


Young plants in dense shade may produce no flowers but only bulbils. 


The authors also report that plants in their greenhouses in Edinburgh show much 
more bulbil production than plants in the wild. They attribute this to relatively low 
greenhouse temperature and the rapid decline in day length at their latitude. 


The bulbil consists of a tiny section of stem tissue and two tiny leaves. Food 
storage is in the "leaf" component, not the "stem" component. I wonder whether in 
this respect it is rather like a simplified version of the "aerial rhizome" sometimes 
produced in Achimenes, though in Titanotrichum the bulbil forms from floral meri- 
stem, while in Achimenes the "aerial rhizome" may form from vegetative meristem 
tissue. 


The authors suggest that since the plants often grow near water, moving water 
may provide dispersion for the floating bulbils. They may also stick to animal fur. 


The authors grew plants from seed produced on wild plants. They comment that 
seed set is low even in natural populations, perhaps because of a lack of effective pol- 
linators. The seeds produce two equal cotyledons, unlike many old-world gesneriads. 


They also grew plants from bulbils. These "germinate" very quickly, taking 
about one week. I assume that they start growing almost immediately in the wild, 
rather than sitting inert through the "dry" season. The authors report that the "germi- 
nated" bulbil-plants can live 1-2 months on simple wet filter paper with no nutrients. 
Plants grown from bulbils grow more vigorously and establish more quickly than 
plants grown from seeds. 
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Judging from the information in this paper, growers who want flowers on 
Titanotrichum oldhamii should use mature (not first-year) plants and should try grow- 
ing their plants quite warm, very wet, and with long (perhaps at least 13 hours) day 
length. Most "long day" plants are actually sensitive to the night length, not the day 
length, so it might be possible to convince the plants that the days are long by turning 
on lights in the middle of the night. 


¢ Drymonia decora (Gesneriaceae), a New Species from the Fila Costena, 
Costa Rica. John R. Clark and John L. Clark. Selbyana 29(2): 147-151. 2008. 


This new species was discovered during an inventory of a private forest pre- 
serve. It grows in tall cloud forest at 1000 m. 


It has an unusual growth pattern for a Drymonia species, with a quadrangular 
pendulous stem 1-3 m long. It has a pale lemon-yellow flower enclosed in a calyx 
with glandular hairs. 


It seems to be related to Drymonia peltata, which grows upright with peltate 
leaves. These two species in turn are apparently related to a group of species includ- 
ing D. conchocalyx, D. rhodoloma, D. chiribogana, and D. ecuadorensis. 


¢ Drymonia collegarum (Gesneriaceae), a New Species from Ecuador. John L. 
Clark and John R. Clark. Selbyana 29(2): 152-156. 2008. 


This paper describes a new species of Drymonia with clustered fascicles of 3 cm 
flowers having red or yellow hypocyrtoid corollas. It is a robust upright epiphyte with 
footprint-sized leaves. The lower stem becomes bare, and the flowers cluster at the 
lowest leaves. 


It grows in cloud forest at 1500-2600 m (i.e., fairly high and cool). 


The new species can be distinguished from Drymonia teuscheri by the much 
larger number of flowers per axil, and from Drymonia tenuis by the erect almost- 
woody stem. 


¢ A new species of Chirita (Gesneriaceae) from Yunnan, China. Han Xu, Zhen- 
yu Li, and Hong Jiang. Botanical Journal of the Linnean Society: 158: 269-273. 
2008. 


This paper describes Chirita maguanensis, similar to Chirita eburnea with its 
large white bracts, but with broad fleshy leaves and purple flowers, and the bracts 
have tones of green and purple. It will be of great interest to growers if it is ever 
available for cultivation. 


The paper includes a description of the growing conditions and attractive color 
photographs. 


It grows in rock crevices on steep faces of moist shady limestone cliffs at about 
1800 m altitude in southern Yunnan, close to Vietnam. Mean January temperature 
will be about 8°C (45°F) and mean July temperature will be about 18°C (63°F). 
Temperature will be higher in the daytime and lower at night. The paper refers to 
these conditions as "warm," but I suspect many home growers would consider them 
to be "cool." Annual rainfall is well over one meter, mostly in June through August, 
with little rainfall in November. Humidity is high. Flowering season is July to 
August. 

The soil layer is thin but fertile, and has a pH of about 6.2-6.5 even though it is 
derived from limestone. (I speculate that this is quite typical of plants growing in 
limestone areas. The soil is slightly acid because of compounds produced by the 
breakdown of organic matter.) 

The species is known so far only from the original collection site. The site is in 
danger of being overrun by the introduced exotic weed Eupatorium adenophorum, 
thus the species is considered critically endangered. 
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2011 Awards for Research in Gesneriaceae 


Laurence E. Skog <skogl@si.edu> 
Chair, Elvin McDonald Research Endowment Fund 
and Nellie D. Sleeth Scholarship Endowment Fund 


In 2011 The Gesneriad Society gave one award each from the Elvin 
McDonald Research Endowment Fund (EMREBF) and the Nellie D. Sleeth 
Scholarship Endowment Fund (NDSSEF) for research in the Gesneriaceae. 


The first award was from EMREF to Cassandra L. Coleman for her 
study, "A revised phylogeny and study of pollinator shifts in the neotropical 
genus Gasteranthus (Gesneriaceae)." Cassandra is currently a graduate stu- 
dent working with John L. Clark at the University of Alabama in the 
Department of Biological Sciences. She received her B.S. degree in 
Biological Science from the University of Alabama in May 2010, and is cur- 
rently working on her Master of Science degree. 


Cassandra's proposal was for funds to undertake field work in Ecuador 
for her research on Gasteranthus "to generate pollination data and specimen 
collection" for her Master's thesis. This will lead toward "a thorough under- 
standing on the character evolution of the flowers and the type of pollination 
specialization or generalization in the tropics as pertains to the genus 
Gasteranthus, as well as to create a more concise and encompassing phy- 
logeny of the genus." 


According to Cassandra's proposal, there are no encompassing pollina- 
tion studies of Gasteranthus. Fifteen of the species have tubular corollas and 
are probably pollinated by Euglossine bees. The other 40 species in the genus 
have pouched flowers and may be pollinated by hummingbirds, but there 
have been no pollination studies in the field. She hopes to make observations 
in the field of about 15-20 species in Ecuador where the genus is most com- 
mon. 


In addition, she will combine her pollination studies with ongoing mole- 
cular work to attempt to explore the transition between the pouched and 
non-pouched flowers. The phylogenetic studies of Gasteranthus show that 
the genus is monophyletic. Morphological studies suggest a single shift from 
pouched to non-pouched flowers, but molecular studies suggest multiple 
evolutionary shifts. She hopes that field work, with field observations of 
plants and possibly pollination systems, as well as continuing laboratory 
research will be able to elucidate pollination systems in Gasteranthus and 
increase knowledge of tropical pollination syndromes. 

Cassandra presented a paper on the rediscovery of Phinaea in Cuba at 
the World Gesneriad Research Conference in Sarasota in October 2010, and 
gave a presentation on her current work at the meetings of the Botanical 
Society of America in St. Louis in July 2011. 

The 2011 Sleeth Scholar is Laura Clavijo Romero, currently a Ph.D. 
student at the Department of Biological Sciences at the University of 
Alabama, also working with Professor John L. Clark. Laura will receive 
$4,500 from the Nellie D. Sleeth Scholarship Endowment Fund (NDSSEF). 
The title of her proposal was "Systematics of the neotropical plant genus 
Drymonia (Gesneriaceae): Elucidating patterns of morphological evolution." 
She proposed to use the award to do field work in Colombia, visit important 
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Colombian herbaria, and present her preliminary results at the VI Colombian 
Botany Conference. The genus Drymonia has more than 30 species in 
Colombia, the largest number in any country. Field work and sampling of the 
species would generate data for her thesis research by gathering morphologi- 
cal characters to test the monophyly of the genus, look at the evolution of the 
morphological characters, e.g., floral shape and fruit type. She hopes to 
gather more morphological, biogeographical, and ecological information to 
resolve the relationships at the species level. She plans to do field work on 
the western slopes of the Andes in Colombia, a poorly explored area of 
northwestern South America, with several specific localities in mind in a 
limited time frame. She also intends to interact with locals involved in simi- 
lar research on groups that have diversified in the Andes. 


Laura was a 2010 awardee of funds from the Elvin McDonald Research 
Endowment Fund (EMREF), which she used for preliminary research. As 
was reported last year in the 2010 report, she has been involved in research 
in Gesneriaceae for several years, following her receiving a B.S. degree in 
Biology at the Universidad Nacional de Colombia. She has been the curator 
of Gesneriaceae at the National Herbarium of Colombia in Bogota and 
involved in the checklist of the Flora of Colombia responsible for the family 
Gesneriaceae. She has traveled extensively in Colombia as well as Cuba for 
research and been involved in several research projects in Gesneriaceae as 
well as other plant families. In 2008 she had an internship supported by The 
Gesneriad Society at Marie Selby Botanical Gardens where she completed a 
project "Taxonomic revision of the genus Drymonia (Gesneriaceae) for 
Colombia." Laura also participated in the Gesneriaceae World Conference in 
October 2010 where she was involved in two presentations on Drymonia. 


The Gesneriad Society wishes both Cassandra and Laura well and suc- 
cess in their research. 


Both the Elvin McDonald Research Endowment Fund and the Nellie D. 
Sleeth Scholarship Endowment Fund rely on donations to continue to sup- 
port research so that we can all learn more about Gesneriaceae. If any 
members of The Gesneriad Society know of worthy students, and/or wish to 
have more information about the funds or copies of the guidelines, they can 
write to me at the email address above. 


> 
a. 


Cassandra Coleman in Ecuador Laura Clavijo Romero in Colombia 
researching Gasteranthus researching Drymonia 
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Gesneriad Register 


Judy Becker, Registrar <hybridregistrar@gesneriadsociety.org> 
Salisbury, Connecticut, USA 


The following registrations should be added to the Registered Gesneriads 
List found in Appendix C of the 1990 Gesneriad Register: 


111150 Streptocarpus 'UA-Arctic' S. Bianka' x S$. un-named seedling Julia Sklyarova 
111151 Streptocarpus 'UA-Diana’ S. ‘Red Alert’ x S. 'Persian Carpet Julia Sklyarova 
111152 Streptocarpus 'UA-Midwinter' S. 'Bianka' x S$. un-named seedling Julia Sklyarova 
111153 Streptocarpus 'UA-Star Wind' S. ‘Bristol's Red Typhoon’ x S. ‘Moonlit Velvet Julia Sklyarova 
111154 Petrocosmea In Rainbows' P. forrestii x P. barbata Jaco Truter 
111155 Streptocarpus 'UA-Zephyr' S. ‘Bristol's Very Berry' x S. ‘Smooched' Julia Sklyarova 
111156 Streptocarpus ‘Annabel Rae' S. ‘Lavender Rosette’ x S. 'Silvia' Ray Annabel 
111157 xSinvana 'Heartland's Maverick’ S. ‘Los Angeles’ x xSinvana ‘Mount Magazine’ Dale Martens 
111158 Sinningia 'Heartland's Flashlight’ S. pusilla x S. helioana Dale Martens 
111159 Streptocarpus 'Heartland's Baby Egrets' _ S. 'Fernwood's Minuet' x S. 'Nerys' Dale Martens 
111160 Streptocarpus 'Heartland's Peacock' S. 'Fernwood's Minuet' x S. 'Nerys' Dale Martens 
111161 Streptocarpus 'Heartland's Snowbaby' __S. 'Fernwood's Silhouette’ selfed Dale Martens 
111162 Streptocarpus 'Heartland's White Gold’ _ S. 'Fernwood's Minuet’ x S. 'Lemon Curd' Dale Martens 


Streptocarpus 'UA-Arctic', 2011, IR111150, Julia Sklyarova, Ukraine. (S. 'Bianka’ x un- 
named seedling). Cross made Dec. 14, 2009, planted Feb. 27, 2010 and first flowered Dec. 
5, 2010. Fertile but reproducible only vegetatively. Rosette. Leaves light green, 20-25 cm 
long x 8 cm wide, elliptic to oblong with undulate margin and acute tip. Calyx green, 
fused. Pedicel 9-10 cm with 1-4 flowers per peduncle. Corolla salverform, 4 cm long x 7-9 
cm wide, white with yellow throat, lilac spreading out from throat onto all lobes, frilly 
margins. 

Streptocarpus 'UA-Diana', 2011, IR111151, Julia Sklyarova, Ukraine. (S. "Red Alert’ x S. 
‘Persian Carpet’). Cross made Oct. 3, 2008, planted Dec. 12, 2008 and first flowered Aug. 
13, 2009. Fertile but reproducible only vegetatively. Rosette. Leaves dark green, 25 cm 
long x 10 cm wide, elliptic to oblong with undulate margin and acute tip. Calyx fused, 
pigmented. Pedicel 8-9 cm tall with 5 flowers per peduncle. Corolla salverform, 4 cm long 
x 6-7 cm wide, dark purple and burgundy with white border, color becomes richer with 
each passing day. 

Streptocarpus 'UA-Midwinter', 2011, IR111152, Julia Sklyarova, Ukraine. (S. 'Bianka' x 
un-named seedling). Cross made Dec. 14, 2009, planted Feb. 27, 2010 and first flowered 
Dec. 17, 2010. Fertile but reproducible only vegetatively. Rosette. Leaves light green, 25 
cm long x 10 cm wide, elliptic to oblong with undulate margin and acute tip. Calyx green, 
fused. Pedicel 12-15 cm with 1-2 flowers per peduncle. Corolla salverform, 5 cm long x 8- 
10 cm wide, white with yellow throat and lilac spreading onto all lobes. 


Streptocarpus 'UA-Star Wind', 2011, IR111153, Julia Sklyarova, Ukraine. (S. ‘Bristol's 
Red Typhoon' x S. 'Moonlit Velvet’). Cross made Oct. 7, 2008, planted Dec. 22, 2008 and 
first flowered Sept. 3, 2009. Fertile but reproducible only vegetatively. Rosette. Leaves 
green, 25 cm long x 7 cm wide, elliptic to oblong with undulate margin and acute tip. 
Calyx fused, pigmented. Pedicel 9-10 cm with 3-6 flowers per peduncle. Corolla salver- 
form, 4 cm long x 6 cm wide, dark violet with white "stars" speckles, thin white border. 


Petrocosmea 'In Rainbows', 2011, IR111154, Jaco Truter, South Africa. (P. forrestii x P. 
barbata). Cross made Feb. 21, 2009, planted Oct. 18, 2009 and first flowered Jan. 15, 
2011. Fertile but reproducible only vegetatively. Flat rosette. Leaves medium green, 2.0 
cm long x 1.5 cm wide with 0.5 cm petiole, orbicular with entire margin, rounded tip and 
cuneate base. Calyx split, green, 0.5 cm long, pedicel 2.0 cm long with | flower per leaf 
axil. Corolla campanulate, 0.4 cm long x 2.0 cm wide, soft lilac with two yellow bars on 
bottom lobes. Loose, flat rosette shape from P. barbata parent as are the very large upper 
corolla lobes. 

Streptocarpus ‘'UA-Zephyr', 2011, IR111155, Julia Sklyarova, Ukraine. (S. 'Bristol's Very 
Berry’ x S. 'Smooched'). Cross made Oct. 12, 2009, planted Jan. 27, 2010 and first flow- 
ered Nov. 15, 2010. Fertile but reproducible only vegetatively. Miniature rosette. Leaves 
hairy, dark green, 15 cm long x 9 cm wide, | cm petiole, ovate with serrate margin, and 
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acute tip. Calyx fused, green. Peduncle 9-10 cm long, with 3 flowers. Corolla double 
salverform, 4 cm long x 6-7 cm wide, white and soft pink with burgundy lines in the 
throat. 


Streptocarpus ‘Annabel Rae’, 2011, IR111156, Ray Annabel, NY. (S. 'Lavender Rosette’ 
x §. 'Silvia'). Cross made Sept. 12, 2009, planted Jan. 14, 2010, and first flowered Aug. 28, 
2010. Reproducible only vegetatively. Semicircular rosette with leaves between upright 
and flat. Leaves medium green, 6.5 in. long x 2.5 in. wide, elliptic with crenate margin, 
acute tip and cuneate base. Calyx medium green, split, 0.25 in. long. 2-4 flowers per 
peduncle. Corolla salverform with ruffled edges, 2 in. long x 1 in. wide, upper petals 
lavender, lower petals white, throat lined with various shades of lavender, darkest in cen- 
ter. Received Red Ribbon with score of 94 points at Long Island Gesneriad Society Little 
Show May 14, 2011. 


xSinvana ‘Heartland's Maverick', 2011, IR111157, Dale Martens, IL. (Sinningia 'Los 
Angeles' x xSinvana 'Mount Magazine’). Cross made April 15, 2009, planted May 17, 
2009 and first flowered Oct. 15, 2009. Sterile and reproducible only vegetatively. 
Tuberous. Compact, erect, with flowers on the upper third of the stem. Leaves hairy, dark 
yellow green (RHS 147A), underside green suffused with red-purple (RHS 60B), 110.6 
mm long x 106 mm wide with 37 mm petiole, orbicular with crenate margin, acute tip and 
cordate base. Calyx split, green suffused with red-purple, 12 mm long. Pedicel 55 mm with 
3 flowers in cymose inflorescence. Corolla salverform, 62 mm long x 42.5 mm wide, exte- 
rior purple (RHS 77B), upper lobes purple, lower lobes paler purple, fading to white at 
distal end, throat pale with dotted lines of purple (N74D). 


Sinningia ‘Heartland's Flashlight’, 2011, IR111158, Dale Martens, IL. Karyn Cichocki, 
NJ. (S. pusilla x S. helioana). Cross made Jan. 2008, planted Feb. 2008 and first flowered 
June 2008. Fertile but reproducible only vegetatively. Tuberous. Leaves green with reddish 
veining, slightly indented on top of blade, red reverse, 80 mm long x 70 mm wide with 10 
mm petiole, ovate with crenate margin and acute tip. Calyx split, green with red tips, 3 mm 
long. Pedicel 27 mm long with 3-5 flowers. Corolla salverform, 30 mm long x 17 mm 
wide, magenta-wine with darker hint of lines from throat onto lobes. Received Red Ribbon 
for Kinship Collection, 2008 Gesneriad Society Convention. 


Streptocarpus 'Heartland's Baby Egrets', 2011, IR111159, Dale Martens, IL. (S. 'Fernwood's 
Minuet' x S. 'Nerys'). Cross made Jan. 2008, planted Mar. 2008 and first flowered Aug. 
2008. Fertile but reproducible only vegetatively. Compact rosette. Leaves bullate, green 
with reddish petiole, 170 mm long x 30 mm wide with 10 mm petiole, linear with crenate 
margin and acute tip. Calyx split, reddish, 5 mm long. Peduncle 130 mm long with 2-3 
flowers. Corolla salverform, 52 mm long x 40 mm wide, white, throat bright yellow with 
reddish wine lines. Best Streptocarpus 2010 Gesneriad Society Convention. Best 
Gesneriad, 2008 Missouri Valley AV Council Convention. 


Streptocarpus 'Heartland's Peacock’, 2011, IR111160, Dale Martens, IL. (S. 'Fernwood's 
Minuet' x S. 'Nerys'). Fertile as seed parent only, reproducible only vegetatively. Rosette. 
Leaves bullate, dark green, with red veins below, 210 mm long x 70 mm wide with 20 mm 
petiole, linear with crenate margin, acute tip and cuneate base. Calyx split, green and 
maroon, 4 mm long. Peduncle very stiff, 110 mm long with 5-7 flowers. Corolla salver- 
form, 50 mm long x 33 mm wide, white exterior, upper lobes white with lavender netting, 
lower lobes lavender with pale lavender streaks, anthers mutated into extra petals. Best 
Gesneriad, 2011 Northern Illinois Gesneriad Society Show. 


Streptocarpus 'Heartland's Snowbaby', 2011, IR111161, Dale Martens, IL. (S. 'Fernwood's 
Silhouette’ selfed). Cross made Jan. 2008, planted Apr. 2008 and first flowered Aug. 2008. 
Fertile but reproducible only vegetatively. Compact rosette. Leaves bullate, green with yel- 
low variegation, 140 mm long x 30 mm wide with 10 mm petiole, linear with crenate 
margin and acute tip. Calyx split, reddish green, 3 mm long. Peduncle 95 mm long with 2- 
3 flowers. Corolla salverform, 43 mm long x 30 mm wide, white with dark purple throat. 
Blue Ribbon, 2010 AVSA Convention. 


Streptocarpus 'Heartland's White Gold’, 2011, IR111162, Dale Martens, IL. (S. "Fernwood's 
Minuet' x S. 'Lemon Curd’). Cross made Jan. 2008, planted Mar. 2008 and first flowered 
Aug. 2008. Fertile but reproducible only vegetatively. Compact rosette. Leaves bullate, 
green, 164 mm long x 57 mm wide with 13 mm petiole, linear with crenate margin, acute 
tip and cuneate base. Calyx split, green with red hairs and red tip. Peduncle 98.4 mm long 
with 2-3 flowers. Corolla salverform, 44 mm long x 38 mm wide, white with yellow 
throat. Best Other Gesneriad Commercial, 2010 AVSA Convention. 
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Back to Basics: Growing from Scales 


Dale Martens <dalemartens@mchsi.com> 


Sherrard, Illinois, USA 


I'm reflecting on the fun at the convention in July. I showed some photos 
at the GHA meeting of new Smithiantha hybrids that I grew from the indi- 
vidual scales of rhizomes. Afterwards several people asked me how I did it. 


My objective was to take rhizomes that had recently gone dormant and 
would probably not sprout for another three to four months and get some 
plants from them to bloom "off season" in the spring rather than their usual 
blooming time of summer to fall. So far I've been successful getting plants 
from individual scales from all sorts of gesneriad genera. I got a blue-ribbon- 
winning show plant from Diastema latiflorum by sowing scales at the end of 
December and the show was at the end of March. Keep in mind that scaly 
rhizomes consist of scales that are modified leaves. Scaly rhizomes are often 
produced underground by some gesneriads to help the plant survive unfavor- 
able conditions such as drought. Scaly rhizomes can be very long which 
means they travel to expand the area where the plant can grow. Sometimes 
scaly rhizomes can be produced above ground in the axils of the leaves. 
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Smithiantha rhizome section and individual scales 


First of all, clean the whole rhizome. Then decide how many plants you 
are willing to grow because most of the scales will give you plants. See the 
first photo that shows a few scales removed from a large Smithiantha rhi- 
zome. The scales are sprinkled on top of a moist, not soaking wet, soilless 
mix that has extra vermiculite and perlite added. Do not use fertilizer, as that 
will cause algae to form on the surface of the mix. It's best to use a container 
with a clear lid for extra humidity. Do not put the container in direct sun. 
Within three weeks sprouts will emerge. See the second photo and you can 
barely see roots are also emerging from the pointy tip where the sprouts are. I 
wait until the sprouts are about an inch tall before placing the new plantlets 
in another enclosed container. I use a greenhouse tray with a lid and plant 
each young plantlet slightly above where it emerged from the scale. Wait two 
weeks. Then remove the bottom two leaves and pot the plant up to the next 
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Plantlets emerging from individual scales 


lowest set of leaves. If it happens to be leggy, then take off the bottom four 
leaves and bury the stem up to the next lowest set of leaves. Wait a week and 
then slowly acclimate the plants to room air. When the plant is potted in its 
own pot, that's the time to start using fertilizer at whatever rate you use for 
your other gesneriads. 


Keep in mind that often plants grown from scales will not be as large or 
tall as those grown at their "normal" sprouting time from a whole rhizome. 
Because I grow on plant stands, I consider shorter plants to be a bonus! 


JOIN TODAY! 


Bat ce Violet Society of America 


2375 North 
Beaumont, Texas 77702 
409-839-4725 
http://avsa.org/ 
Write or call today for information. 


Discover a World 
of Diversity! 


Membership $25 /year American Begonia Society 
USA, Canada, Mexico Paul Rothstein 
$45 Overseas 33 Kintyre Lane 
6 issues of the Begonian Bella Vista, AR 72715 
Seed Fund Email: paroan2001@yahoo.com 
Slide & Video Library www.begonias.org 
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Sinningia 'Heartland's Flashlight’, 
a Story of Friendship 


Dale Martens <dalemartens@mchsi.com> 


Sherrard, Illinois, USA 


Karyn Cichocki and I registered our new Sinningia 'Heartland's 
Flashlight’ which is a cross between the micro-miniature Sinningia pusilla 
and S. helioana. Much has been written about S. helioana, formerly known 
as S. species "Santa Teresa" because it's one of those species that produces 
flowers directly from the tuber without leaves accompanying them. As it 
turns out, under certain conditions both Alan LaVergne and Susan Bradford 
reported back to me that S. 'Heartland's Flashlight’ does the same, helping to 
prove that this is truly the first primary cross between those two species. 
Alan LaVergne, Ron Myhr, and Mauro Peixoto have written much about S. 
helioana on their websites plus they have fantastic photos: 


http://www.burwur.net/sinns/4terMain.htm 
http://www. gesneriads.ca/sinni235.htm 
http://www.brazilplants.com 


The story behind Sinningia 'Heartland's Flashlight’ is one of friendship. 
Karyn has been sharing all sorts of gesneriad pollen with me for many years 
towards my attempts to make unusual crosses. She's a gesneriad species 
grower with decades of experience. One of our earlier crosses resulted in a 
Kinship Collection entry at the 2008 Convention where I had entered 
Streptocarpus 'Gator's Tail’ and two of its progeny using pollen received 
from Karyn from S. pole-evansii as the other parent. I named the one with 
the brightest wine-colored flowers, S. 'Heartland's Karyn’. The Kinship 
Collection can be seen at: http://www.gesneriadsociety.org/conv2008/plants/ 
bigpics/2008Class47cl.htm 


Karyn told me she had hopes of creating a micro-miniature Sinningia 
with a red flower color. I said that was one of my goals, too. When her S. 
helioana bloomed, she sent me pollen. When mailing pollen, it's best to snip 
the anthers and place them on dark paper so that the pollen can be easily seen. 
I pollinated S. pusilla in January 2008. I should point out on Alan's website, 
he mentions that S. helioana is in the aghensis group of the Corytholoma 
clade, which also includes S. pusilla. Therefore, this cross had potential for 
success. Fertilization was obviously successful when a pod formed within a 
week. With S. pusilla, there's always a chance it self-pollinated, even when 
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Sinningia 'Heartland's Flashlight’ Sinningia 'Heartland's Parasol’ 


one removes anthers during the bud stage. So we hoped I was successful, but 
this would be a wait-and-see adventure. I harvested seeds about 34 days later 
and only three plants sprouted, which was encouraging for a successful S. 
helioana cross since normally S. pusilla x self would result in a significant 
abundance of seedlings. 


The seedlings began to grow and soon it was obvious these were not 
selfings of Sinningia pusilla. The leaves of the seedlings were dark green and 
had dark red backing, but were not micro-miniature in size. Leaves were 
about 2.5 inches wide and 3 inches long. In early June of 2008, one of the 
seedlings formed a bud. That bud seemed to take forever to open. I'm an 
early morning person and would go into the darkened plant room about 4 
a.m. with a flashlight to see if the flower opened during the night. I reported 
back to Karyn each morning. Finally, success! When it was light enough, I 
took a photo to send to Karyn showing her the flower was a magenta-wine 
with a cream throat. S. helioana has a crimson-red flower with a cream throat. 
It was Karyn who suggested the name 'Heartland's Flashlight’. It bloomed in 
time for me to enter a Kinship Collection at the 2008 Convention, and it was 
awarded a second place ribbon. I believe in entering new hybrids in shows in 
order to get feedback from judges and other growers. Plus, I prefer to grow a 
new hybrid for at least two years before registering it in order to see full 
growth potential. 


I have spent the past few years trying to self this hybrid to get back the 
micro-miniature size and the crimson-red flower of its pollen parent, but no 
luck. Alan LaVergne and I have observed for quite some time now that 
Sinningia 'Heartland's Flashlight’ seems to begin making a pod, but then 
nothing comes of it. I never stopped trying for a selfing, but also tried pollen 
from other Sinningias. I could hardly believe after perhaps 10,000 tries (a 
slight exaggeration) that S. 'Heartland's Flashlight’ when crossed with my 
miniature hybrid S. 'Los Angeles’ gave me a seedpod with seeds. Only one 
seedling grew from a sowing of the full pod of seeds. It is an upright grower 
similar to S. 'Tinkerbells' and grows to about four inches tall. I named it S. 
'Heartland's Parasol’. The remarkable thing is that most of the time it produces 
lavender-pink-colored, peloric flowers. Alan's web site shows a photo of S. 
helioana with peloric flowers, so this is exciting. Therefore, Karyn's generos- 
ity in sharing the S. helioana pollen has in a second generation helped create 
what might be the first miniature sized, peloric-flowering hybrid. 
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Donations 


Paul Susi, Development Chairperson 
<development@gesneriadsociety.org> 


The following donations totaling $3,065 were made to The Gesneriad 
Society during the period January through June 2011. Each donor's generosity 
is greatly appreciated. 


ELVIN MCDONALD RESEARCH ENDOWMENT FUND — $739 

Barbara Goodsell 

Nellie Levine 

Jo Anne Martinez, in lieu of reimbursement for committee expenses 

Eleanor Mattaliano 

Vivian Schwartz 

Kathy Spissman, in honor of Susan Grose 

Michael Riley, in lieu of speaker's honorarium from the Delaware 
African Violet and Gesneriad Society 

Bob and Dee Stewart, in lieu of speaker's honorarium from the Greater 
New York Gesneriad Society 

Paul Susi, in lieu of speaker's honorarium from the Greater New York 
Gesneriad Society 

Paula Whitlock 

Vincent Woo, in lieu of speaker's honorarium from the Greater New 
York Gesneriad Society 

Calder Young 

The Desert Sun African Violet and Gesneriad Society 

Carol Ann Bonner, Mary Bozoian, Karyn Cichocki, Carolyn Conlin- 
Lane, Ruth Coulson, Jill Fischer, Mel Grice, Kazuo Horikoshi, Julie 
Mavity-Hudson, Jerry Kast (in honor of Jeanne Katzenstein), Nancy 
Kast (in honor of John L. Clark), Jeanne Katzenstein, Michael 
Kotarski, Stephen Maciejewski, Maureen Mark, Jo Anne Martinez, 
Irina Nicholson, Leonard Re, Carolyn Ripps, Mary Lou Robbins, 
James Roberts, Carol Schreck, Dee Stewart, Bob Stewart, Levin 
Tilghman, and Vincent Woo — in lieu of refunds for the cancelled 
conservation training session at convention 


FRANCES BATCHELLER ENDOWMENT FUND — $80 
Diantha LaVoie, in memory of Frances Batcheller 
Eleanor Mattaliano 
Desert Sun African Violet and Gesneriad Society 


NELLIE D. SLEETH SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT FUND — $59 
Mary Shearer 
Bob Clark and Peter Shalit, in memory of Nellie Sleeth, in lieu of 
reimbursement for cancelled conservation training 


COLOR PHOTO SPONSORSHIP — $892 
Carolyn Ripps, in lieu of speaker's honorarium from the Greater New 
York Gesneriad Society 
Arleen Dewell, Gussie Farrice, Jeanne Katzenstein, Leslie Milde, Ben 
Paternoster, and Carolyn Ripps — in lieu of reimbursements for 
committee expenses 
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STUDENTS AND SPEAKERS CONVENTION FUND — $1295 


Betsy and Harry Branson 


Karyn Cichocki, in lieu of reimbursement for Convention Judging 


School fee as speaker 


Dale Martens, in lieu of reimbursement for Convention Judging School 


fee as speaker 


Paul Susi, in lieu of speaker's honorarium from the Tampa Bay 


Gesneriad Society 


Eleanor Taylor, in memory of Betty Vriens 


Ralph and Betty Zaorski 


Delaware African Violet and Gesneriad Society, in honor of Stephen 


Maciejewski 


The National Capital Area Chapter and members John Boggan and Dan 
Speck, Larry and Judy Skog, Jim Roberts, Brian Connor, Beverly 
Nissenbaum, Aarti Shah, Kyoko Imai, Quentin Schleider, Barbara 
Stewart, Laurene Jones, Pat and Harold Belcher — in memory of 


Nell Hennessy 


LIFE MEMBERSHIP: Jon Lindstrom. (All Life Membership dues are deposited 
in the Frances Batcheller Endowment Fund.) 


The Shopping Mall 


"OZARK" Sinningias, African 
Violets and other Gesneriads. Email: 
<plantman @ipa.net> (no catalog). 
Dave's Violets, 1372 S. Kentwood 
Avenue, Springfield, MO 65804 (417) 
887-8904 <www.davesviolets.com>. 


OUT OF AFRICA, Blooming Strep- 
tocarpus. Send $1 for catalog. Gary S. 
Mikita, 2842 Brown St., Portage, IN 
46368. Phone (219) 763-4861. E-mail 
garymikita@cs.com <www.garys-out- 
of-africa.com>. 


MRS STREP STREPS - Strepto- 
carpus, Chiritas, and other Gesneriads. 
Email for list of available plants. Kathy 
Spissman, 4086 Brownlee Dr., Tucker, 
GA 30084. Phone (770) 939-5289. 
Email: mrsstrepstreps @ comcast.net. 


PAT'S PETS, Gesneriads and African 
Violets. Send $2.00 for catalog. Pat's 
Pets, 4189 Jarvis Rd., Hillsboro, MO 
63050. Phone (636) 789-3604. 
E-mail PATSPETS @sbcglobal.net. 
Internet Home Page (catalog) 
http://www.patspets1.com. 


Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses, Inc. 


14 Mutchler Street 


Dept. GX Dolgeville NY 13329 


Place of origin of World Famous 
African Violets — Columneas — Episcias — Streptocarpus — Sinningias 


We also carry: Aeschynanthus — Chiritas — Rex Begonias — Orchids 
and many other exotic houseplants! 


Open Daily: M-F 8am - 4PM 
Sat: 10-4 / Sun: CALL! 
Phone: (315) 429-8291 


Fourth Quarter 2011 


Visit us at: www.lyndonlyon.com 
or send $3.00 for Catalog 
We also carry Supplies! 
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Convention 2011 Auctions Report 


Suzie Larouche and Paul Susi 


Whether silent or live, convention auctions always attract attention and 
give way to some entertainment and excitement while the bidding goes on. 
Bidding for both the silent and live auctions this year was lively and there 
were the usual bidding wars and surprises. I think we will all remember the 
fast and furious bidding for the three plants of Chirita liboensis (white- 
veined leaf) donated by Ben Paternoster and the generosity of Eileen McGrath 
for donating her two award-winning show plants, Kohleria 'Peridots Kitlope' 
and Streptocarpus ‘Blueberries 'N' Cream’. It was also encouraging to see 
donations made by members who were not attending the convention. The 
silent auction featured 134 lots and there were 27 lots in the live auction, 
donated by 40 members. Our generous bidders came up with a total of more 
than $4100 to benefit the Elvin McDonald Research Endowment Fund. 


Thanks to those who placed the winning bids: Susan Allison, Judy Becker, 
Carol Ann Bonner, Betsy Branson, Allison Brigham, Doris Brownlie, Nancy 
Bruhns, Tom Bruning, Laura Buckner, Nancy Carr, Richard Carr, Doris 
Carson, Karyn Cichocki, Brian Connor, Valerie Despres, Jill Fischer, Becky 
Fontes, Susan Grose, Kazuo Horikoshi, Mike Horton, Julie Mavity-Hudson, 
Barbara Jones, Nancy Kast, Paul Kroll, Suzie Larouche, Alison Lovell, Stephen 
Maciejewski, Jo Anne Martinez, Eileen McGrath, William Molchen, Irina 
Nicholson, Jack Pardo, Bill Price, Carolyn Ripps, Olive Ma Robinson, Phyllis 
Savage, Thad Scaggs, Mary Schaeffer, Peter Shalit, Betsy Sherwin, Deborah 
Smith, Patrick Smith, Susan Smith, Kathy Spissman, Barbara Stewart, Dee 
Stewart, Ronnie Stewart, Neale Stuart-Merriman, Russ Strover, Sylvia Svitak, 
Tim Tuttle, M. J. Tyler, Elizabeth Varley, Anne Vidaver, Bill Wasson, Vincent 
Woo, and Joan Wood. Next year in Seattle, Jo Anne Martinez will be the lucky 
person to spend 15 minutes in the plant sales room with Jon Dixon before any- 
one else is allowed to enter. Congratulations, Jo Anne! 


We also thank those who made generous donations of items, cuttings, or 
plants to both the silent and live auctions: John Boggan, Carol Ann Bonner, 
Doris Brownlie, Carol Callaghan, Phyllis Channing, Norman Chenkin, Karyn 
Cichocki, Stuart Hammer, David Harris, Nancy Kast, Marcia Kilpatrick, 
Paul Kroll, Suzie Larouche, Ingrid Lindskog, Stephen Maciejewski, 
Charlene Marietti, Maureen Mark, Dale Martens, Jo Anne Martinez, Eileen 
McGrath, Ben Paternoster, Michael Riley, Carolyn Ripps, Jim Roberts, 
Quentin Schlieder, Carol Schreck, Peter Shalit, Kathy Spissman, Paul Susi, 
Darrell Trout, Tim Tuttle, Fay Wagman, Joan Wood, Dave Zaitlin, and the 
Liberty Bell Gesneriad Society. 

A special thank you is owed our advertisers who donated plants, gift 
certificates, and supplies to the auction: Lauray of Salisbury, Kartuz 
Greenhouses, Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses, and the Violet Supply House. 


INSECTS, PESTS AND DISEASES OF THE AFRICAN VIOLET FAMILY 


Great PugPook! = 899 8 


“tig www.greenthumbpress.com 
10065, Lausanne Avenue - Montreal, Quebec - Canada H1H 5B1 514. 324-1969 
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Changes to Species Seed Fund List 3Q11 


Additions: Deletions: 

Columnea schiedeana Aeschynanthus guttatus 
Drymonia chiribogana Aeschynanthus sp. Cameron Highlands 

¢ Gasteranthus bilsaensis Aeschynanthus sp. Mt Batupusak 

¢ Lysionotus ikedae Aeschynanthus sp. 'Thai Yellow' 

¢ Sinningia schiffneri (red leaf) Besleria laxiflora 
Henckelia sp. aff curtisii Besleria cf. divaricata JLC5629 
Napeanthus species Briggsia sp. #2 
Nematanthus wiehleri Codonanthe devosiana 'Paula' 
Nomopyle dodsonii Codonanthe devosiana (pink) MP0018 

¢ Paraboea species/China Drymonia cf. ecuadorensis JLC6185 
Petrocosmea species #5 Paraboea species (green leaf) 
Petrocosmea duclouxii Paraboea species (silver leaf) 
Saintpaulia 5c2. cl. Uppsala #3083 Paradrymonia sp. JUCS731 
Saintpaulia 8. rupicola Sarmienta scandens 
Saintpaulia 5c1. cl. tongwensis Sinningia speciosa AC1503 
Saintpaulia 'Kew' Sinningia speciosa 'Regina' 


Send orders for species seed to: 
Carolyn Ripps, 21 Sprain Road, Hartsdale, NY 10530 


Seed Fund Donations 


Donations mailed from anywhere should be sent to: 
Karyn Cichocki 
79 Beaver Run Road 
Lafayette, NJ 07848 


Paul Susi, Jeanne Katzenstein, Mary Helen Maran, Jim Roberts 


Convention Flower Show color photos by Julie Mavity-Hudson, 
Bob Clark, Dale Martens, Ron Myhr, and Bob Stewart 


Convention B&W photos by Julie Mavity-Hudson, Randy Baron, 
Bob Clark, Kyoko Imai, Stephen Maciejewski, Dale Martens, 
Ron Myhr, Bob Stewart, and Paul Susi 
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CHAPTERS AND AFFILIATES — Presidents or Contacts 


Arizona Desert Sun AV and Gesneriad Society — Barbara Vander Leest, P.O. Box 733, Carefree, 
AZ 85377 
California Culver City — Charlotte Rosengrant, 2705 Krim Dr., Los Angeles, CA 90064 


Delta Gesneriad & AV Society — Barbara Elkin, 2855 Gayle Lane, Auburn, CA 95602 
Grow and Study — Jacquie Eisenhut, 22800 Eriel Ave., Torrance, CA 90505 

Peninsula — JoAnna Behl, 361 Tioga Ct., Palo Alto, CA 94306 

San Francisco — Terri Campbell, 4001 Barrett Ave., Richmond, CA 94805 


Colorado Gloxinia Gesneriad Growers — Larry Boyer (visit website for contact) 
Delaware Delaware AV & Gesneriad Society — Gary Hunter, P.O. Box 40, Drumore, PA 17518 
Florida Bloomin’ Violets & Gesneriads of Palm Beach (Affiliate) — Martha Spyridon, 3548 Ensign 


Circle, Delray Beach, FL 33483 
Caribbean Basin AV & Gesneriad Society — Ralph Toledo, 4141 SW 95th Ave., Miami, 
FL 22165 


Suncoast — Melissa McDowell, 1502 Eastbrook Dr., Sarasota, FL 34231 
Tampa Bay — Jo Anne Martinez, 809 Taray de Avila, Tampa, FL 33613 


Georgia Atlanta Gesneriad Interest Group (Affiliate) — Kathy Spissman, 4086 Brownlee Dr., 
Tucker, GA 30084 
Illinois Northern Illinois — Janice Poole, 487 Kelly Ave., Yorkville, IL 60560 


Kansas/Missouri Heart of America — Susan Grose, 4201 West 99th St., Overland Park, KS 66207 
Massachusetts New England — Stuart Hammer, 370 Main St., #800, Worcester, MA 01608 


Michigan Southeastern Michigan — Richard Holzman, 3836 Jennings, Troy, MI 48083 
Minnesota Twin Cities Area — Contact Jinean Schofield, 4665 Morris Lane, Bloomington, MN 55437 
Missouri Gateway West — Gary Dunlap, 4189 Jarvis Road, Hillsboro, MO 63050 


Nebraska/Iowa Omaha — Tom Bruning, 31233 Beechnut Rd., Treynor, IA 51575 
New Hampshire Granite State AV & Gesneriad Society — Barbara Spofford, 3 Libby Dr., Biddeford, 


ME 04005 

New Jersey Frelinghuysen Arboretum — Mary Lou Robbins, 21 Overlook Rd., Boonton Township, 
NJ 07005 

New York AV and Gesneriad Society of Western New York — Paul Kroll, 4325 Two Rod Rd., East 


Aurora, NY 14052 


Gesneriad-Dicts of Western New York — Laura Buckner, 15384 Marsh Creek Rd., Kent, 
NY 14477 


Greater New York — Paul Susi, 117-01 Park Lane South, Apt. CLA, Kew Gardens, 
NY 11418 


Long Island — Ben Paternoster, 14 Coptor Ct., Huntington, NY 11743 
Vestal AV & Gesneriad Society — Colin Dimon, 833 E. Circle Dr., Vestal, NY 13850 


Ohio North Coast — Linda Neumann, 11620 Mapleridge Dr., North Royalton, OH 44133 
Oregon Mt. Hood — Hal Shrauger, 18707 NE Deer Haven Dr., Newberg, OR 97132 
Pennsylvania Liberty Bell — Russell Strover, 272 Yorkshire Drive, Newtown, PA 18940 
Tennessee Tennessee — Pam Braun, 5528 Pinewood Rd., Franklin, TN 37064 


Washington Puget Sound — Rohm Gustafson, 158 18th Ave., Seattle, WA 98122 
Washington, DC National Capital Area — Jim Roberts, 2408 Henson Dr., Marriottsville, MD 21104 
Canada Carefree — Elaine Stutt President. Contact Gloria Martin, 298 Michener Dr., Regina, SK, 
Canada S4V 0J4 
Edmonton — Jeff Jackson, #1301 9020 Jasper Ave., Edmonton, AL, Canada T5H 3S8 
Ontario Gesneriad Society of Guelph — Paul Lee, 6693 RR #3, Fergus, Ontario NIM 2W4 
Canada 
Toronto — Paul Lee, 6693 RR #3, Fergus, Ontario NIM 2W4 Canada 
Vancouver AV & Gesneriad Society — Arleen Dewell, #311-2366 Wall St., Vancouver, BC, 
Canada V5L 4Y1 
Sweden Gesneriasts of Sweden — Ywonne Fors, Kvarnforsv. 16, 784 66 Borlainge, Sweden 


Go to www.gesneriadsociety.org for chapter email contacts. 


FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


Bylaws: The Gesneriad Society Bylaws are available online to all members or by writing to Allison Brigham, 


1122 8th Street, Golden, CO 80401 USA. 
Chapters: Report changes of chapter presidents to the Chapters and Affiliates Chair and the Editor. 
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Donations 
The Gesneriad Society, Inc. is a tax-exempt organization with an IRS section 501 (c)(3) status 
for donations. You can make your donations online at www.gesneriadsociety.org. You may 
also send your donation (check payable to The Gesneriad Society) to: 


Paul Susi, Development Chairperson 
117-01 Park Lane South, Apt. C1A, Kew Gardens, NY 11418 
For additional information, contact: <development@ gesneriadsociety.org>. 


Membership and Changes of Address 


The Gesneriad Society Membership Secretary, Bob Clark, 
1122 East Pike Street, PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA 


Changes of Address — Send changes of address to the Membership Secretary <membership 
@ gesneriadsociety.org> 90 days prior to moving to avoid missing an issue. The Society is not 
responsible for replacing issues missed because of late notification of address changes. Back 
issues may be ordered from The Gesneriad Society Publications. 


Renewals — Send dues to the Membership Secretary. A Renewal Notice is sent two months 
prior to the expiration date of your membership. (The expiration date is printed on your mailing 
label/membership card on the back cover of GESNERIADS.) Please remit your dues prior to the 
expiration date to avoid missing an issue as we are not responsible for replacing issues missed 
because of late payment of dues. Back issues may be ordered from Publications. 


Application for Membership — The Gesneriad Society, Inc. 
WELCOME — membership in our international society includes quarterly issues of GESNERIADS — 
The Journal for Gesneriad Growers, a copy of How to Know and Grow Gesneriads, a packet of 
gesneriad seeds and a wealth of information about our Chapters, Flower Shows, Publications, 
Research, Slide Programs and Seed Fund. Membership begins upon receipt of dues. 


[ ] New Member Date 
L] Renewal Membership # 


Name ———— 
FAMILY NAME GIVEN NAME MIDDLE INITIAL 


Address 


STREET 


CITY ZIP CODE COUNTRY 


Telephone 


(Rates in US$) 1 year 3 years 1 year 3 years 
CO Individual 
C1 Joint 


Electronic copy of the journal, no print copy: 
$25 per year anywhere in the world 


L] Green Option 


I wish to make a tax-deductible contribution of $ 

L] Elvin McDonald Research Endowment Fund [1] Nellie D. Sleeth Scholarship Endowment Fund 
L] Frances Batcheller Endowment Fund L] Gesneriad Research Center Fund 

] Students and Speakers Convention Fund 

L] In Honor LJ Memory of 


Please make checks or money orders payable in US$ on a US bank to: The Gesneriad Society 
Or, charge my L] VISA, or L] MasterCard 
Card # Exp. Date 


Signature Amount 


Mail to: The Gesneriad Society Membership Secretary, Bob Clark, 
1122 East Pike St., PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA 


For application online: www.gesneriadsociety.org 
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Sinningia bulbosa (Runner-Up to Best in Show) exhibited 
by Lynn Cook & Troy Ray (photo by Dale Martens) 


Tray Landscape (Best Artistic) exhibited 
by Ben Paternoster (photo by Ron Myhr) 


